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This year, I was fortunate to have been chosen as 
the recipient of the LA Section YMF’s Scholarship 
to attend the 142nd ASCE Annual Conference in 
Montreal, Canada. The theme of the conference 
was "Civil Engineering in the New Global 
Economy." I attended this conference with 5 of my 
peers from the University of Southern California 
and we had a great time learning more about civil 
engineering and exploring the great City of 
Montreal.  
 
The opening plenary session with keynote speaker 
David Lapin was both inspirational and moving. He 
spoke of how we must learn to connect with the 
people we work with, instead of just handing out 
orders. Only by connecting with and inspiring 
people can we achieve great things. Situations in 
which we only wish that the end of the work day 
would come faster do not result in pushing the 
boundaries and accomplishing new and exciting 
things. I knew many of the ASCE members in 
attendance must already know this because of the 
amazing work being presented at the conference.  
 
 

CON’T. on Page 6 

ASCE’s 142nd Annual Conference 

By: OSCAR RIVERA, USC Student Chapter President  

E d i t o r :   
O m a r  A .  S a n c h e z  

 

Published Quarterly by the ASCE Los Angeles Section Younger Member Forums   

USC Student Chapter Officers and Students shine in Montreal. 

Oscar Rivera and friends pose in front of the Notre-
Dame of Montreal, Quebec, Canada. 

2012 
F a l l  

ASCE LA Section members network, venture out, and lock 
ideas of “Civil Engineering in the New Global Economy.” 



President’s Message 
 
Southern San Joaquin Section Younger Member Forum is eager to begin the New Year with 
exciting new events and programs. We started the last quarter of 2012 with great social events 
to interest a variety of groups and would like to continue to put on a host of interesting and 
rewarding activities to foster positive student engagement as well as promote fellowship 
amongst the local young civil engineers. Also, we started the holiday season with a social 
gathering at the California Living Museum Christmas Lights show where our members got a 
chance to enjoy the rides and the spectacular light show with their families. 

 
We would like to continue our success in connecting with local schools and building relations 
with other educational programs. We encourage you to attend one of our social events during 
the upcoming year, get involved in the scholarship committee, volunteer for Engineering Day at 
CSUB, or attend one of our technical tours. I am looking forward to seeing you at our next 
event!  

 
Alkan Bektur, PE 
 
2012-2013 ASCE Southern San Joaquin YMF President 

bektura@co.kern.ca.us 
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Southern San Joaquin YMF 

President’s Message 
 
Best Holiday wishes fellow young civil engineers! The Santa Barbara/Ventura YMF ended the 
year with several great events. Our annual kick-off meeting this year was held on the top floor 
of the prestigious Morgan Stanley Building in Oxnard, CA and brought together over 25 
members and potential members. Vice President Ben Fischetti, Treasurer Brad Raher, and 
Secretary Erin LaBuda helped to carry this momentum forward with two more successful 
events, including a Thursday Night Football Happy Hour event in Santa Barbara and our 
annual Holiday Night/Toys for Tots Fundraiser in Carpinteria, CA.  
 
Our board is looking forward to kicking off 2013 with more great events, including the annual 
Mammoth Trip in February, Technical Tours throughout the year, Wine Tasting, and much 
more. Please contact me if you would like more information on these events or would like to be 
included in our email list. 
 
Pete Silvia, P.E. 
2012-13 ASCE Santa Barbara/Ventura YMF President 
 
pas@penfieldsmith.com  
 

Santa Barbara and Ventura County  

Board Members  
 
Peter Silvia, PE 
President 
Penfield & Smith 
 
Ryan Gallagher, PE 
Past President 
AECOM 
 
Ben Fischetti 
Vice President 
Penfield & Smith 
 
Brad Rahrer 
Treasurer 
City of Santa Barbara 
 
Erin LaBuda 
Secretary 
Jensen Design & Survey, Inc. 
 
  

 
 

Board Members  
 
Alkan Bektur, PE 
President 
Kern County Waste  
Management 
 

Brian Nelson, PE 
Past President 
AECOM 
 

Pelin Bektur, PE 
Vice President 
Kern County Roads  
Department 
 

Michael Collins, EIT 
Treasurer 
BSK Associates  
Engineers & Laboratories 
 

Pelin Bektur, PE 
Secretary 
Kern County Roads  
Department 
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Board Members  
 
Julianna Gonzalez  
President 
RCFC & WCD 
 
Helio Takano, PE 
Past President 
RCFC & WCD 
 
Melissa Barbosa, PE 
President Elect 
Azusa Light & Water 
 
Mark Swanson, PE 
Vice President  
AEI-CASC 
 
Michael Andersen, PE 
Treasurer 
Wilson and Company 
 
Nikki Duran-Aubrecht 
Secretary 
J.F. Shea Construction, Inc. 
 
Andrea Martinez, PE 
Historian 
VA Loma Linda 
 
David Cortese 
Activities Chair 
RCFC & WCD 
 
Anthony Donohoo 
Recruiting Officer 
RCFC & WCD 
 
Sarah Watrous, PE 
Practitioner Advisor Cal Poly 
Pomona 
Riverside County Waste Manage-
ment Department 
 
Rafael Contreras, PE 
Practitioner Advisor Cal Baptist 
City of Vernon 
 
Mai Son, PE 
Community  
Service Coordinator 
RCFC & WCD 
 
Anthony Mistretta 
K-12 Student Outreach 
Coordinator 
AEI-CASC 

San Bernardino and Riverside County YMF 

President’s Message 
 
Happy Holidays fellow engineer! Time flies when you’re having fun! Last quarter 
quickly passed us by, but left us with memories of some really great events. San 
Bernardino-Riverside kicked off the 2012-2013 year with an enriching Community 
Service event at the Riverside Art Museum, educational AVID Presentations at 
Citrus Valley and Redlands East Valley High School, and once again hosted a 
successful P.E. Booth and “we survived the test” Happy Hour Event.  
 
The YMF Joint Soccer Tournament, hosted by OC-YMF was a hit! With the help of 
the students from Cal Baptist and Cal Poly Pomona, SB/R YMF brought the trophy 
home once again!   
 
One of my favorite events so far that unfortunately was not open to the members 
was our Officer’s Retreat. This year, the group decided to camp for the weekend at 
the Joshua Tree National Park. We teamed up and prepared meals together, 
learned how to rope a steer, visited local landmarks, as well as rock climbed some 
interesting boulders.  
 
The most memorable event that we had has definitely been our most recent happy 
hour at Dale Bros. Brewery. It turned out that the brewery scheduled two events at 
once and -long story short- we ended up eating pizza and ”hanging out” in the 
parking lot until the private event was over. The owner made it up by providing free 
drinks and a private tour of the local brewery. We all had a blast! 
 
Please come join us at some of our upcoming events lined up for the 2012-2013 
year:  
 The Santa Ana Region Water Quality Management Plan Training on January 

28 and February 13, 2013 
 Softball tournament with Cal Poly Pomona, Cal Baptist University, and San 

Bernardino-Riverside Branch on January 19, 2013. 
 AVID/E-Week Presentations  
 Community Service events at the Riverside Art Museum 
 Western Regional Younger Member Council  
 And much more!  
  
For more information, please check out our calendar of events on our website at 
http://www.asce-sbriv.org/Younger_Member_Forum/ymf.html and sign up for our 
Project Partners mailing list for event updates. Also, “Like” ASCE SB/R YMF on 
Facebook for job announcements and upcoming events.   

 
Julianna Gonzalez 
 
2012-2013 ASCE SB/R YMF President 
 
juliannagonzalez@rcflood.org 
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President’s Message 
 

Happy New Year from your Los Angeles YMF! We are very excited to welcome the New Year and all the new 
opportunities that come with it. Our board and volunteers have done a great job during our last quarter, and the 
New Year is looking extremely bright for our group. With many great outreach, technical, and networking 
events being planned, we are sure to have events that capture the varied interests of all of our YMF members; 
so make your resolution to be more active in our group and join us! 
 

The first quarter of our 2012-2013 season had a great start. Our board members/chairs attended the LA 
Section Installation Luncheon at the Mission Inn in Riverside, and the MLAB Banquet at the Los Angeles City 
Hall to be officially installed to our Board. Shortly thereafter, our board began to plan and conduct great events.  
 

We hosted two great professional presentations: our California Board for Professional Engineers, Licensed 
Surveyors and Geologists presented on the “New Requirements for Licensure,” and Caltrans and HNTB 
presented on the progress of the new Oakland Bay Bridge Project.  
 

Our first quarter also continued to build on our strong tradition of giving back, both to our students and our 
communities. We served our students, by being career panelist at the Cash for College Convention and at the 
Project Grad Event, helping to mentor High School students. We also helped conduct a resume workshop for 
our UCLA student chapter, and we were presenters at the Chi Epsilon Honor Society Pacific Regional 
Conference.  
 

The LA YMF University Outreach Committee helped to conduct a student mixer for our LA Section ASCE 
student leaders to bring a forum for students to share and learn from one another. Our K-12 Outreach 
Committee has also continued its success of being active with our local schools. This quarter, we have visited 
two local schools to conduct interactive presentations, with hands-on activities in their classrooms. 
 

For Thanksgiving, we volunteered to feed the homeless with the LA Cedars Rotary Club and PATH. With our 
members’ help, we were also able to help a needy family by sponsoring their Christmas gifts through the 
LAUSD Homeless Education’s “Sponsor-a-Family Program.” 
 

And, because we actively support great social and networking opportunities, the quarter was also filled with 
these. We had a great YMF Soccer Tournament in Orange County, where LA YMF came back with a 2nd place 
win against YMF soccer players from Los Angeles, San Bernardino/Riverside, and Orange County. Our 
traditional monthly Happy Hours continue to be conducted on the last Thursday of the month; this quarter they 
were even supplemented by mini golf and a brewery shuttle tour.  
 

We kicked off our Holiday celebrations by joining the LA Conservancy’s movie show “A Christmas Story” at The 
Orpheum, one of the preserved Historic Theatres of Los Angeles that transports you back to our city’s historic 
golden movie past. And to conclude our Holiday celebration, we had a great Holiday Networking and Toy drive 
event at The Edison, where our members had a great chance to meet and greet and cheer to the holiday 
season. 
 

But this year is just starting, and we are already working with neighboring YMF groups to sign up people for 
next joint event, our annual Mammoth Trip planned for February 22nd, and we expect this popular event to be 
sold out, as usual.  
 

LA YMF has also scheduled our PE Review Course and we encourage anyone taking the exam to take 
advantage of our great affordable local course. Our regular committees are also working really hard to plan for 
our Annual Popsicle Bridge Competition (Feb. 16th at Union Station) and our Student Night & Job Fair (March 
15th at the LA Athletic Club), our two biggest events of the year.  
 

We hope you have taken advantage of all our past quarter’s events. If not, it’s never too late. Join us for our 
future events, and as always, check the LA YMF calendar at www.mlab-ymf.org and our Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/asce.losangeles.ymf.  
 

Include us in your resolutions and see you at our next event!   

Francisco Aragon, P.E. 
2012-2013 ASCE LA YMF President  
 
francisco.aragon@lausd.net 

 
 

Francisco Aragon, PE  
President  
HNTB/LAUSD 
 
Jinny Huang, PE   
Past President 
MWH  
 
Chen-Minh (George) Huang, PE 
President Elect 
City of L.A. Bureau of Engineering 
 
Laura Rockett 
Vice President 
County of L.A. DPW 
 
Amy So, PE 
Treasurer 
City of L.A. Bureau of Engineering 
 

Kayvan Mahramzadeh, PE 
Secretary  
HNTB 
 
Michael J. Howie, EIT 
K-12 Outreach Co-Chair 
IDG Structural Engineering 
 
Julian Garcia, PE 
K-12 Outreach Co-Chair 
County of L.A. DPW 
 
Kaitlin Hannon, EIT -  
University Outreach 
Kennedy/Jenks Consultants 
 

Katie Hickey, EIT 
PSBC Coordinator 
AECOM 
 

Jennifer A. Heredia, PE 
PSBC Coordinator 
HDR 
 

Cindy Huang 
Community Service Co-Chair 
ARUP 
 
Dana Wall 
Community Service Co-Chair 
Southern California Edison 
 
Darwin Vargas 
Student Night & Job Fair Co- 
Chair 
Caltrans 
 
Per Bernhard Tvedt 
Student Night & Job Fair Co- 
Chair 
 
Jane Tran, EIT 
PERC Co-Chair 
Hatch Mott MacDonald 
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Los Angeles YMF 

 
Rocio Duran, EIT               Jose Cruz, EIT       Phil Davies 
PERC Co-Chair   Sports Co-Chair               Membership Chair/             
     Hall & Foremen, Inc.     Government Affairs 
        Hatch Mott MacDonald 
Zsolt Horvath     Emi Fujii, EIT       Omar A. Sanchez   
PERC Co-Chair                             Social Chair      Scholarship Chair/NL Editor 
Hatch Mott MacDonald  MWH       Onward Engineering 
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President’s Message 
 

It’s amazing how quick the time has passed since the last newsletter! With the threat of an apocalypse also 
passing, OC-YMF is thrilled to start off the New Year with some exciting new events and programs! However, 
before I tell you about all the great things we have coming up, let’s do a quick recap and highlight some of our 
major events since the last newsletter.  
 

October was kicked off with ASCE’s 142nd Annual Civil Engineering Conference in Montreal, Quebec, Canada. 
We had a great showing from Orange County with four of our Younger Members and one of our students 
attending from CSU Long Beach! In addition, we had an outreach event with Tomorrow.org where a panel of 
engineers answered questions from High School students from Orange County.  
 

November was even busier with our annual YMF Soccer Tournament at Yorba Regional Park in Anaheim, a 
Brewery Tasting and Tour at The Bruery in Placentia, Candy for Troops, our annual OC Branch Student Night, 
and several presentations at our local universities and high schools. All of that was topped off with our annual 
Wine Tasting Trip to Temecula to unwind from such a busy month!  
 

In December, our spirit of giving back to the community continued as we held several Toys for Tots events in 
conjunction with our board meeting, happy hours and technical presentations. Additionally, we also visited the 
Isaiah House where our members volunteered to help those in need. We finished off the year with the first of 
many new technical and professional development programs and presentations aimed at educating our members 
with new and exciting topics. Our first event was a presentation focusing on Sustainable Transportation, with the 
Director of Transportation Services at UCI presenting to a room full of members looking to learn. As the year 
ended in 2012, we reflected on all that we have learned, giving us a better understanding of our members and 
providing us with a continued enthusiasm to serve. 
 

So with all that we’ve been doing, you’re probably wondering what else could we possibly be planning for this 
upcoming year?  
 

We are in the midst of planning the largest Popsicle Stick Bridge Competition (PSBC) we’ve ever held. It will be 
held on February 16th, 2013 at Los Angeles Union Station. We are still searching for teachers and student teams 
for the event, if you know any teachers that would be interested in participating, our group provides presentations 
to classrooms to speak about civil engineering and our annual PSBC event, please contact me. We are also 
looking for additional volunteers for this event, please visit our website or contact me to get involved.  
 

In January, we’ll be continuing our Professional Development topics with the next one being held on Thursday, 
January 17th. A panel of successful professionals will be speaking about the delicate balance between Soft Skills 
and Technical Skills. If you’re interested in knowing more about this event, see the flyer in the newsletter below 
for more details and visit our website to register (www.ymf-oc.org). Additionally, our annual Joint YMF Mammoth 
Trip will be taking place on February 22nd to 24th. Come join us for a fun time on the slopes, a nice hike or just to 
get away from the hustle and bustle of everyday life! Finally, for those of you who would like to brush up on their 
Salsa dancing skills or have been interested in learning, come join us for our February General Meeting and 
Happy Hour, which will be followed by a visit to one of our favorite places, Atomic Ballroom, to learn how to 
dance! A dance partner is not required, so come out and have a good time!  
 

These events just scratch the surface of the events we are continuing to plan for the LA Section Centennial 
Celebration, including the end of the year celebration (more details to follow through the year).  Sponsorship 
opportunities for the LA Section Centennial are still available! If you are interested in any of these events, please 
feel free to contact me or any OC-YMF board member and as always visit our website to learn more about these 
events and to register. If you are interested in becoming involved or have any suggestions or ideas for events that 
you’d like to see, we would love to hear them! Finally, all of these events are possible through our ASCE 
membership, if you haven’t renewed your membership or are new to ASCE; please take a moment sign up and 
start taking advantage of all the resources and events ASCE OC YMF has to offer! We look forward to seeing you 
at our next event! 
 

Ravi Shah, P.E. 
2012- 2013 ASCE OC YMF President 
 
Ravi.shah@hdrinc.com 

Board Members  
 
Ravi Shah, PE  
President 
HDR 
 
Tricia Maruki Espinoza, PE  
Past President 
AECOM 
 
Gidti Ludesirishoti  
Vice President 
HDR 
 
Daniel Kim  
Treasurer  
LACSD  
 
Mark Beltran  
Secretary  
KOA Corporation  
 
Remi Candaele, PE 
Programs 
Baker | RBF  
 
Andy Verdin 
Community Outreach Co-Chair 
Shimmick Construction  
 
Andrew Easterling 
Community Outreach Co-Chair 
URS 
 
Deborah Alvarado 
Internal Activities 
TRC  
 
Lucas Glauser  
External Activities 
Hall and Foreman 
 
Brianna Arth 
PSBC Chair 
Stantec 
 
Josue Vaglienty, PE 
Fundraising/ 
Centennial Liaison 
Baker | RBF 
 
Lucas Glauser 
Centennial Liaison 
Hall and Foreman 
 
Roxanne Follis 
UCI Student Chapter Liaison/ 
Historian  

HDR 
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Orange County YMF 

 
   
Philip Wang    Jerome Terrell    Daniela Nieto  
Communications   CSUF Student Chapter Liaison  CSULB Student Chapter Liaison  
City of Bellflower           
        

http://www.ymf-oc.org
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One such example was the San Francisco Bay’s Innovative Tunneling Mega Project. As a resident of 
the Bay Area, this was particularly fascinating to me, but also to my USC peers. The most innovative 
portion of the project (at least to me) was the part of the tunnel that goes under Interstate-680.  
 
This portion of the tunnel crosses the Hayward Fault, a fault that is long overdue for a sizeable 
earthquake. To compensate for the possible 6 foot horizontal displacement in the area, the tunnel will 
have two ball and socket joints and a retractable portion of the pipe, all contained within concrete 
encasement boxes that can slide past each other to account for movement of the tunnel. Nothing like 
this has ever been done before! 
 
In addition to the great sessions at the conference, my peers and I were able to explore the City of 
Montreal in our free time. We walked around Old Montreal, visited the spectacular Notre Dame 
Cathedral (though it is named for the Notre Dame in Paris, the inside of the cathedral is actually inspired 
by the Sainte-Chapelle in Paris), and explored the modern downtown area of Montreal. We also got 
together for dinner with our fellow visitors from MLAB and YMF. All in all, it was a great experience and I 
am very thankful to MLAB and YMF for providing me with this opportunity. 
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ASCE’s 142nd Annual Conference 

 
  Co mp l ime n ta ry  su b -

s c r ip t i on  t o  C i v i l  
E n g i n ee r i n g  m ag a -
z i ne  a nd  AS CE  Ne ws  

 
 Access to ASCE’s 

Online Research Library 
 
 Access to The Civil En-

gineering Database 
 
 Professional Books 

available at a significant 
member discount 

ASCE Membership Information; Join Today! 

 
National Membership Rates (Please verify rates and grades at www.asce.org/membership). 
 
Student: Free     Member: $210 annually 
Associate Member: $50 year of baccalaureate Affiliate Member: $210 annually 
degree and first year after, then incremental   Fellow: $245 annually 
increase to $210 over five years   Section (Branch) Dues: $45/year 
 
 National ASCE Student Membership is FREE! Contact your Student Chapter leaders or Faculty 
        Advisor for additional information. 
 For membership information, go to asce.org/member benefits 
 For questions about national ASCE membership contact: member@asce.org. 

Membership has its Privileges 

Con’t. from Front Page 

Join ASCE L.A. Section YMF groups at the next conference 
starts this Thursday: WRYMC!  There is still time to network, 
visit the wonderful City of Sacramento, and gain more insight 
on what other Younger Member engineers do.  Speak to your 
nearest Board Officers for further details, and do not let this 
opportunity pass you by.  Click on the link to the right for an 
overview of this excellent event! 
 
 

http://www.asce.org/membership
http://www.asce.org/memberbenefits/
mailto:member@asce.org
http://www.asce.org/pplcontent.aspx?id=11736
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ASCE’s 142nd Annual Conference 

A Student’s Perspective: 2012 ASCE National Conference Montreal, 
Canada 
 
By:  Sabrina Rivera, EIT  
CSULB Student Chapter President  
 
 

 

 
 

When I stepped off the airplane in a quite terminal in Montreal, 
I was not quite sure what to expect at the America Society of 
Civil Engineers’ 142nd Annual Conference. The weather was 
not nearly as cold as I had expected, and on the drive to the 
convention center, I passed many quaint houses and 
picturesque views of trees full of colorful leaves and frost. I 
arrived to the conference mid-day, and I was immediately 
swept into the vibrant energy and activity in the building.  
 
The first event I attended was an awards luncheon, and as 
soon as I walked in, I felt a great sense of pride seeing the 
wide diversity of individuals who were current and future civil 
engineers. During the course of the day, I was able to talk to 
students and professionals from around the country. The most 

important networking opportunities I had were to meet the 
professionals from the OC and LA Branches who were in 
attendance.  It was great to meet and get to know the 
fantastic individuals from my home section. Overall, I truly 
enjoyed being able to meet so many individuals from so 
many different backgrounds with similar goals and ambitions.  
 
Each day, the conference featured technical sessions that 
dealt with a variety of topics under the overall theme of a 
global economy. I felt that each session broadened my 
understanding of projects I was familiar with, such as 
tunneling in the Bay Delta; I was also exposed to many new 
ideas. These sessions also opened my eyes to the great 
diversity and complexity of projects that are happening now 
in many different parts of the country. The panels often 
featured engineers as well as contractors and members of 

the many supporting fields of civil engineering. I think it was 
important to hear some of the different viewpoints that 
contribute to a successful project, and I would not have had 
the opportunity if not for this conference.  
 
There were several technical sessions held over the three day 
period along with a great variety of other events. My favorite 
part was completing the “Order of the Engineer Ceremony” on 
the final day. Now every time I look at my ring, I am reminded 
of my responsibilities as an engineer, and about the great 
experience I had at this conference. Every event made me 
proud to be a civil engineer and an ASCE member. I am 
looking forward to the future ways I can contribute to civil 
engineering and this organization.  
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YMF Community Service 

Operation Gratitude and Toys-for-Tots 

By: Andrew Easterling   
 
The Orange County YMF chapter has 
recently organized two community service 
events, at which donations were collected 
for delivery to two very philanthropic non-
profits.   
 
The first, the OC YMF chapter collected 
excess Halloween candy to donate to the 
men and women in the United States 
military service, as part of Operation 
Gratitude.  Operation Gratitude is a non-
profit which sends packages of snacks, 
entertainment items, and letters of 
appreciation to our deployed troops.  On 
Tuesday, November 13th, the event was 
organized as a candy drive during the YMF 
board meeting, where approximately 8lbs of 
candy was collected and several tooth 
brushes and other oral hygiene products.   
 
In addition, throughout late November and early December, the OC YMF chapter collected unwrapped toys 
to be donated to the Marine Toys-for-Tots Foundation, specifically for the “Code Talkers,” program.  The 
donated gifts are to be delivered to the underprivileged children within the communities of the Navajo 
Nation and other Native American tribes.  The chapter was extremely successful in this community service 
event, and gathered more than enough toys to fill and then overflow our Toys-for-Tots donation box.   
 
We’d like to give thanks to everyone that generously contributed during one or both of the events.  The 
chapter will plan to host similar drives for donations to be collected for additional non-profits in the future.  If 
you are interested in participating or suggesting an event to participate in, please contact any of the OC 
YMF officers to find out how you can get involved.  

OC YMF November General 
Meeting  
Santa Ana, CA 

By: Nestor Godinez  
 
The general meeting for November was held 
on Tuesday, November 27th at Memphis 
restaurant in Santa Ana.  This general 
meeting was special because it also served 
the purpose of collecting toys for the Toys 
for Tots charity drive.  Attendees shared 
food and drinks while giving back to help 
make the holidays more enjoyable for needy 
children in the community.  



2012 Holiday Party 
Carpinteria, CA 
By:  Pete Silvia, P.E. 
 

 
Continuing our tradition of a well 
attended Holiday Party, the Santa 
Barbara/Ventura Younger Member 
Forum hosted our 7th annual 
Holiday Party at The Palms 
Restaurant in Carpinteria, CA on 
Thursday, December 13, 2012.  
Nearly 16 members came out to 
celebrate with holiday cheer! 

 
This event has been a continued success due to the format of The Palms restaurant; 
attendees are able to cook their own meat over an open grill. By cooking the food 
ourselves, we were able to get up, mingle, and make the most of our time together. In 
addition to the great food, our members enjoyed this year’s gift: an ASCE 20 oz. water 
bottle and other treats on the table.  

 
As dinner wrapped up, Brad Rahrer, Santa Barbara/Ventura Younger Member Forum’s 
Treasurer, led this year’s highly anticipated raffle!  Raffle prizes included a Starbucks 
package which included a mug and gift card, a Movie Entertainment Pack which included 
popcorn and redbox vouchers, wine & beer packages, a Ghirardelli Chocolate Basket, a gift 
basked donated by Trader Joe’s, and a Mammoth gift certificate donated by YMF to be this 
year’s grand prize – a voucher good for two nights of lodging on the 7th annual Mammoth 
ski/snowboard trip.  This year’s big winner was Amanda Brooks who took home the grand 
prize.  Congrats to all the winners and a big thanks to all those who donated the prizes!   
 
In addition to members winning raffle prizes, children over at the Unity Shoppe (http://
www.unityshoppe.org/) in Santa Barbara were the real winners, receiving several brand 
new toys donated by members attending the Holiday Party.  Since this is the time of year to 
think of others, we were happy to combine our celebration into a fundraising event.   
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YMF Social Events 

The event generated several 
gifts for local children to 
enjoy during the holiday 
season! 

http://www.unityshoppe.org/
http://www.unityshoppe.org/


2012 Santa Barbara/Ventura YMF Kick-off   
Oxnard, CA 
By:  Pete Silvia, P.E. 
 

 
 
The Santa Barbara/Ventura YMF held a joint mixer with the SB/VEN ASCE Branch on 
Tuesday, October 23rd at the top floor of the Morgan Stanley Building, more properly known 
as the Tower Club in Oxnard.  Overall, the joint event was fun, educational, inspirational, 
and administrative as the branch gave their oath to this year’s incoming officers.  Their 
incoming President, Pat Boales, presented the outgoing President, Marta Alvarez, with a 
plaque, and we later heard a presentation on leadership by the local firms: Penfield & 
Smith, Jensen Design & Survey, Earth Systems, and Mimiaga Engineering Group.  
Interesting topics discussed were regarding career paths, career advice for younger 
engineers, and what got them into engineering in the first place.  There was also a Q&A 
session that kept the insights coming from the panel. 
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YMF Social Events 

YMF members enjoying the social hour at 
sunset.  

Mixer presenters, Don Jensen, Steve Mimiaga, 
Peter Nostrand, and Pat Boales discussing their 
engineering careers and what inspired them. 

Call for Technical Tour Projects    
Santa Barbara/Ventura YMF  
 

 
SB/VEN YMF is looking to add two or three Technical Tours to next year’s 
schedule.  Technical Tours typically consist of a brief 5-10 minute intro/project presentation at 
the site, a free lunch provided by YMF, and a tour of the project/site.  If you are a PM of a 
recently completed project or know of a project that you think would make for a good 
Technical Tour lunch presentation, please let us know by emailing details to Erin LaBuda 
at elabuda@jdscivil.com.   

 
 

mailto:elabuda@jdscivil.com


Union Ale Happy Hour 
Santa Barbara, CA  

By:  Pete Silvia, P.E. 
 

 
On Thursday November 29th, 2012, the 
Santa Barbara/Ventura YMF held a 
social Happy Hour event at Union Ale 
(214 State St.) in Santa Barbara, CA.  A 
group of about 14 people enjoyed the 
evening with free food appetizers 
provided by YMF, a couple adult 
beverages, and Thursday Night NFL 
Football.  Roughly half the attendees 
met/socialized with one another for the 
first time and were already discussing 
the possibilities of future YMF events in 
2013.  Thanks to the representatives 
that attended from Penfield & Smith, 
Jensen Design & Survey, Geosyntec 
Consultants, and the City of Santa 
Barbara.   
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YMF Social Events 

SB/VEN YMF Members enjoying Thursday 
night football, drinks, and free appetizers. 

OC YMF Wine Tasting 
Temecula, CA  

By:  Deborah Alvarado 
 

 
On November 17th 2012, a group of Orange 
County YMF members along with members 
from San Bernardo/Riverside YMF and 
Society of Women Engineers (SWE) took a 
wine tasting tour throughout the wineries in 
Temecula, CA. The weather was perfect for 
wine. The first stop was Bel Vino where 
everyone enjoyed a little chocolate and Port. 
After everyone warmed up for the day, it was 
off to Falkner Winery where there were more 
varieties of wine to be enjoyed. The third 
stop was Maurice Car’rie Winery where the 
group set up for lunch and enjoyed their 
famous baked brie bread and sparkling 
wines. The last stop was Thorton Winery 
where the day was topped off with chocolate 
wines. This event is always a lot of fun, 
thank you to everyone that came out.     
 
 
 
 

OC YMF Members and guests snapping a 
group shot after drinking fine wine. 



ASCE LOS ANGELES SECTION YMFs NEWSLETTER - FALL 2012        Page 12 

YMF Social Events 

OC YMF “Bruery” Tour 
Placentia, CA 

By: Gidti Ludesirishoti  

 

On Thursday November 8th, 2012 members of 
ASCE OC YMF and the local California Water 
Environment Association Santa Ana River Basin 
(CWEA SARBS) took a tour of the newly 
renovated “Bruery” Brewery/Tasting room in 
Placentia, California. CWEA and ASCE had an 
opportunity to socialize and learn a little about the 
unique production and taste of a local craft 
brewery. The Bruery provided the 15 attendees 
with a tour of the brewing facility and an overview 
of the standard process for making beer. The tour 
did not only provide knowledge of basic brewing; 
the complex types of microbes which give several 
different beers a unique flavor profile was also a 
new topic that was found fascinating to process 
treatment engineers and beer enthusiasts alike. 
After the tour, those who chose to stay were 
rewarded with tastings of several of the Bruery’s 
unique brews including some barrel aged and sour 
types which made the Bruery popular amongst 
local craft beer enthusiasts.   

LA YMF and LA Beer Hop 
Los Angeles, CA 

By: Kaitlin Hannon  

 

LA YMF put a fun twist on their Monthly Happy 
Hour in November by jumping on board with LA 
Beer Hop, literally. LA Beer Hop is a company 
providing tours of the best breweries and beer 
bars all over LA in their 15-person shuttle. 
One of the Beer Hop’s tours, which they call the 
Wednesday Night Bar Hop, includes Golden Road 
Brewing Company, Mohawk Bend, and Tony’s 
Darts Away. On November 29th, LA YMF filled up 
the shuttle (and the cooler) and had a fun night 
hopping from bar to bar. The night was full of great 
beer, a few rounds of darts, delicious food, and as 
always, good times. 
For more information on LA Beer Hop, please visit 
labeerhop.com. 

http://www.labeerhop.com


ASCE LOS ANGELES SECTION YMFs NEWSLETTER - FALL 2012        Page 13 

YMF Social Events 

POST PE Exam Social Event 
Pomona & Claremont, CA 

By: Melissa Barbosa, P.E.  

 

On Friday, October 26th, the ASCE Los Angeles 
Section Younger Member Forum (YMF) Groups 
(San Bernardino/Riverside, Orange County, Los 
Angeles, Santa Barbara, Ventura, and Southern 
San Joaquin) hosted an ASCE YMF 
membership booth at the Pomona Fairplex 
during the test takers’ lunch. Our volunteers at 
the booth helped recruit and promote our local 
ASCE YMF groups.  We shared YMF 
experiences with everyone and how it has 
helped expand networking within the 
engineering community.  The respective groups 
provided details of upcoming events.  The booth 
looked fantastic! Flyers and ASCE banners were 
seen from every direction. 

Then after the test, we hosted a Post PE Exam 
Social Event at the “Espiau’s Restaurant” in 
Claremont.  Free food and drinks were enjoyed 
by all attendees!  The occasion was to celebrate 
taking the PE Exam, to hope to never have to 
take it again, and relax.  Nearly twenty-five 
young engineers were able to make the event.  
Since we all know how draining the PE can be, 
we were happy with such a great turnout of both 
returning faces and new ones to encourage 
further involvement in ASCE YMF.  We shared 
stories, had casual conversations as well as 
good times unwinding from the exam. Thank you 
to all of the YMF groups that attended.  
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YMF Social Events 

Miniature Golf Social Event 
Torrance, CA 

By: Laura Rockett  

 

Miniature golf, mini golf, putt-putt…call it what 
you will; the LA YMF had a great time playing. 
We gathered at Mulligan Family Fun Center in 
Torrance to see how we would fare on the 
fairway. With a decent turnout, we split up into 
a couple of different games. Each group had 
their own strategy. Some just played through 
to try and get to the second course before 
closing. Another group decided to keep score 
so that a winner could be declared at the end. 
The course featured a few interesting 
challenges including a haunted house, a cave, 
and everyone's favorite – the loop! In the end, 
the overall winner was David. Congratulations 
on the win! 

Unfortunately, the fun had to come to an end 
as Mulligan's decided to close unexpectedly 
early. Even though we only got in one game, it 
was still worth it. Most of the attendees met up 
at BJs down the street before calling it a night. 
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YMF Social Events 

ASCE-YMF 
Southern California 
Soccer 
Tournament 
Anaheim, CA 

By: Julian A. Garcia, 

P.E. (LA YMF) 
 

Few traditions bring 
our Younger Member 
groups together with 
such passion as the 
annual ASCE YMF 
Southern California 
Soccer Tournament, 
and this year was no 
different.  With Orange 
County YMF hosting 
the event on November 3rd, members of the Los 
Angeles YMF readied themselves to defend their 
title away from home.  The LA team was 
impressive indeed, with veteran members leading 
the way and fresh new talent adding depth to the 
roster.  It was perhaps the best team LA had put 
together in several years, but the competition was 
similarly prepared. Perennial rivals, San 
Bernardino/Riverside YMF, came out in force, with 
sufficient numbers to field two teams and take the 
place of the absent San Diego YMF. 

The opening game saw LA suffer a demoralizing 
loss to San Bernardino/Riverside, but the team 
rallied together and finished up strong, winning 
their subsequent two games and securing a spot in 
the Championship Match against that same San 
Bernardino team for a chance at redemption.  But 
alas, it was not to be.  Defending champion LA 
played courageously, but was ultimately defeated. 

However, the spirit of camaraderie was not lost to 
the excitement of competition as members from all 
teams got together for a celebratory post-
tournament meal at the local BJ’s.  This is now a 
tradition as revered as the tournament itself.  We, 
here in LA, look forward to next year’s tournament 
and the chance to regain our lost glory. 

Southern California 
Soccer Tournament 
Anaheim, CA 

By: David Cortese  

(SB/R YMF) 
 

November 4th marked 
the annual So Cal 
Soccer tournament this 
year at the Yorba 
Regional Park.  The 
weather couldn't have 
been more perfect to 
bring the Los Angeles, 
Orange County, and San 
Bernardino/Riverside 
YMF branches to rally 
together and face off for 

the championship trophy and bragging rights.  We were 
very excited to have a large turnout from our Cal Poly and 
Cal Baptist ASCE Student Chapters and join in the fun. 
Once the teams met and warmed up, the tournament 
began and it became apparent that all of the branches 
came ready to play.  There was a lot of talent out on the 
fields and some great matches played. San Bernardino/
Riverside YMF took the championship in the final match 
and is the proud guardians of the trophy this year!  We 
would like to thank everyone for coming out and giving it 
their all, we look forward to the tournament next year and 
playing our fellow YMF and ASCE members once again. 

OC YMF - Soccer Tournament 
Anaheim, CA 

By: Nestor Godinez (OC YMF)  
 

This year's annual Southern California YMF Soccer 
Tournament was hosted by the Orange County Younger 
Member Forum.  The tournament was held on November 
3rd at the Yorba Regional Park in Anaheim.  Four co-ed 
teams consisting of students, recent graduates, and 
professionals showed up for a little friendly competition. 
Two teams representing the San Bernardino/Riverside 
YMF, one team representing the Los Angeles YMF, and 
one team representing the Orange County YMF faced off in 
round robin group play with the top two teams advancing to 
the final.  The final was between the Los Angeles and San 
Bernardino/Riverside YMF groups with San Bernardino/
Riverside being crowned champions.   
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Observing a Century of Leadership... 
 
Be a part of the celebration as ASCE Los 
Angeles Section completes 100 years of 
Civil Engineering Excellence!   
 
Contact your local YMF President for details 
as this will be a big year filled with many 
events. 

Many of Southern San Joaquin YMF members have fun at the 
Calm event.   

As can be seen above, holiday lights illuminate the path tot the 
Calm event for Southern San Joaquin YMF members and 
guests.  

http://www.ascelasection.org/index.php/centennial/
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YMF Retreat Update 

San Bernardino/Riverside YMF Officer’s Retreat 
Irvine, CA 

By: Nikki Duran-Aubrecht  

 

On a weekend threatened by rain, the San Bernardino Riverside YMF 
branch risked the weather and hosted the 2012-2013 officer’s retreat at 
Joshua Tree National Park. Ten of the incoming officers attended the 
camping trip.   The trip started off with the officers arriving to the campsite 
throughout Friday.  While waiting for the remaining officers to arrive, the 
officers passed the time by learning to rope a bull from Anthony Mistretta.  
The last of the officers arrived at night and set up camp in the dark with a 
lot of teamwork. The group ended the night with stories around the camp 
fire.   

Surviving the windy night, the officers enjoyed a breakfast fit for 
champions, chorizo and egg burritos, prepared by Mark Swanson and 
Julianna Gonzalez.   After breakfast, the group ventured out to explore 
the Joshua Tree National Park.  First stop, Key View, a lookout point that 
provides panoramic views of the Coachella Valley.  The clear skies 
allowed views of the Salton Sea, San Jacinto Peak, San Andrea Fault 
line and the famous Palm Spring wind mills.  The next stop on our 
itinerary was a 1 mile hike to Barker Dam.  The dam, built in 1949 by 
rancher William F. Keys, offers a gather place for desert wildlife between 
the Queen Valley and Wonder of Rocks.  Along the way back to the car, 
we stopped to admire rock climbers and to take pictures of the Native American petroglyphs.  The day finished with 
three short hikes to Skull Rock, Hollow Rock and Rattle Snake Canyon.  Hungry, the officers prepared a family style 
skillet of sausages, potatoes, and veggies.  The campfire dessert was roasted cinnamon rolls on a stick.  The night 
finished with more stories and brainstorming of ways to improve and increase YMF membership.  The retreat brought 
the adventure of camping and teamwork into one fun filled rain free weekend.  Overall the retreat was a success.  

SB/R YMF’s leadership is set for insightful presentations, top-
notch events, and loads of fun. 
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K-12 Outreach at Santa Ana Valley High 
School  
Santa Ana, CA 

By: Andrew Easterling   

 

On Tuesday October 23rd, the OC YMF chapter 
along with the Santa Ana Community College 
Engineering Club visited Santa Ana Valley High 
School to talk about and promote the field of civil 
engineering.  The event also served as an 
opportunity to discuss the upcoming Popsicle 
Stick Bridge Competition.  Presentations about 
engineering, the Popsicle Stick Bridge 
Competition, and the basics of bridge design were 
given to two classes of high school sophomores 
and juniors.       

Presenters introduced themselves by informing 
students of who they are, where they worked, 
where they grew up, and where they went to 
school.  The two classes lasted about an hour and 
ended with break-out sessions where groups of 
students discussed preliminary ideas.  Some of 
the student groups got off to a great start and 
began discussing early concepts with engineers.  

We’d like to thank all the students that participated 
and hope that both classes had a great time.  
Santa Ana Valley High School plans to continue 
having Popsicle Stick Bridge Competition 
meetings bi-weekly, where OC-YMFers are 
welcome to participate.  If you are interested in 
participating in any of the class meetings, please 
contact any of the OC YMF officers to find out how 
you can get involved.   
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UCI Outreach  
Irvine, CA 

By: Roxanne Follis  

 

Two members of ASCE OC YMF attended the 
ASCE UC Irvine Student Chapter general meeting 
on November 14th. The YMF members, Eric Walker 
and Roxanne Follis, gave a presentation on how to 
make the transition from college to the working 
world and how to get involved in YMF. They also 
provided the students with tips to use in their 
pursuits for internships and jobs. The meeting room 
was completely full with student members that were 
eager to hear the presentation. After the meeting, 
ASCE UCI held a fundraiser at “Tacos and Co” to 
raise funds for the Pacific Southwest Conference 
next year.   

Los Angeles Then And Now: An Introduction 
to City-Planning 
Pasadena, CA 

By: Julian A. Garcia, P.E.  

 

As part of our growing partnership with Clover 
Elementary School, LA YMF visited the school on 
Friday, December 7th to lead them on a city-planning 
activity.  The event began with a power point 
presentation showing how Los Angeles grew from a 
small town to the large metropolis that it is today.  
The third graders were very excited to see what 
familiar landmarks, such as Santa Monica Pier, 
Miracle Mile, and LAX looked like many years ago. 

After the presentation, the students broke into groups 
in order to design and lay out their very own cities.  
Among the challenges they faced was making sure 
their cities had electricity (power plants), clean water 
(treatment facilities), emergency services, and an 
adequate road network to serve it all.  The event was 
a great success as approximately one hundred 
students worked together with their groups to plan 
sixteen new cities sporting creative names such as 
“Sillyville,” “Peaceland,” and my personal favorite, 
“Fun Fun Town.”   

We tip our hats to these future civil servants and look 
forward to our next activity with them! 
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K-12 Outreach Program: Project 
Tomorrow’s Youth Leadership Summit 
Irvine, CA 

By: Brianna Arth  

 

On Saturday, October 20th, Project Tomorrow, an 
educational non-profit group, hosted a Youth 
Leadership Summit focused on math, science, and 
engineering at Edwards Life Sciences in Irvine. 
Approximately 200 high school students from local 
Orange County high schools gathered to participate 
in the full day event, which included industry 
speakers, tabletop exhibits, college booths and an 
engineering panel. ASCE Orange County Younger 
Member Forum’s role in this event was to advertise 
the Popsicle Stick Bridge Competition Event and 
participate in the engineering panel. Brianna Arth, the 2013 Popsicle Stick Bridge Competition Chair, spoke to 
students on transitioning from college into the engineering industry, some of the current civil engineering 
projects she is working on, and the importance of math, science, technology and engineering (S.T.E.M.) related 
careers. Other panelists consisted of an entry-level engineer, two engineering college professors, and the lead 
engineer at Edwards Life Sciences. ASCE OC YMF also had a display booth set up at the student’s lunch break 
to advertise the Popsicle Stick Bridge Competition and other ASCE K-12th Outreach Programs. 
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Tustin High School STEM Classroom Visit  
Tustin, CA 

By: Ravi Shah, P.E. 

 
On Friday, November 30th, 2012, five volunteers from the Orange County Younger Member Forum presented 
to two classrooms at Tustin High School which are part of the T-Tech Engineering Academy. The program, in 
its third year of operation, has already made significant strides to encourage students to learn about the science 
and technology fields. The presentation was geared towards further introducing students to the civil engineering 
profession. After a quick fifteen minute presentation, the class was broken into teams to perform a design 
activity. The activity, to build the tallest tower from a set number of Legos in a short period of time, was then 
tested using a small shake table. The winning team won ASCE swag and the visit was immediately followed by 
a fifteen minute question and answer period. The eager students asked several questions to the presenters. All 
of the presenters were encouraged by how advanced this classroom was, they had several 3D printers and 
several CAD programs set up in a full computer lab. OC YMF looks forward to future presentations with the 
Tustin High School STEM program! 

West Adams High School Engineering After School Workshop  
Los Angeles, CA 

By: Michael J. Howie  

 

On Thursday, November 29th, 2012, LA YMF was invited by Iridescent to participate in an after school 
engineering workshop at West Adams High School.  LA YMF members and student members from USC and 
Loyola Marymount began by discussing the wide variety of career paths possible when one pursues an 
education in civil engineering.  This was followed by a presentation and a hands-on activity where the students 
formed teams to design and build a Waddell A-truss bridge out of file folders.   

Armed with limited materials and faced with design constraints, not unlike practicing bridge engineers, the 
students used problem-solving skills in order to construct the bridge.  Once built, the bridges were load tested 
and the results were discussed.  At the conclusion of the workshop, a bicycle was raffled; one lucky student 
won it and brought it home.   

If your LA-area school is interested in having ASCE YMF present or you are interested in volunteering with the 
LA YMF, please feel free to contact our K-12 Student Outreach Co-Chair, Michael J. Howie at 
michael@idgeng.com. 

mailto:michael@idgeng.com
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Los Angeles Section Student Round-up 
Long Beach, CA 

By: Kaitlin Hannon  

 

On December 1, 2012, the ASCE Los Angeles 
Section hosted a Student Chapter Meeting and 
Workshop at California State University, Long 
Beach for all of the Los Angeles Section ASCE 
Student Chapters. The event was well attended by 
approximately thirty students, five LA YMF 
members, and a few LA Section members. 

During the workshop, Dr. Gregg Fiegel (LA 
Section’s V.P. of Student Activities) and Kaitlin 
Hannon (LA YMF’s University Outreach Chair) 
presented on goals, objectives, and challenges for 
student chapters, gave an overview of the Younger 
Member Forum organization, and discussed 
upcoming events and scholarship opportunities. 

Prior to the workshop, the students were asked to prepare a list of chapter goals, objectives, and challenges 
along with some ideas for collaboration with LA YMF. The student attendees stepped up to the plate with some 
great conversation discussing how and why their chapter has been successful and addressed areas of concern.  

ASCE-YMF Sustainable Transportation at 
UCI  
Irvine, CA 

By: Remi Candaele, P.E.  
 

 

 

 

On December 6, 2012, fifteen YMF fellows attended 
the insightful technical presentation of the award-
winning sustainable transportation programs at UCI 
given by Ron Fleming, Director of Transportation 
and Distribution Services at the University of 
California, Irvine.  The informal presentation 
showcased the balance of policy, incentives, and 
programming that has led to safe, clean parking 
facilities, for those who drive to campus, and a wide 
variety of sustainable transportation measures and 
support services that give commuters options so 
they do not have to drive.   

A highlight to many YMF fellows was the exemplary automated bikeshare ZotWheels program. The efficiency of 
the bikeshare program coupled with incentive policies has been recognized internationally: Ron mentioned that 
he was consulted to help out with the rideshare system for the 2012 Olympics in London!  Many questions were 
asked by the interested audience, including: the factors that influence the achievement of the highest Average 
Vehicle Ridership (AVR); the consideration of dynamic parking structures for the future; the dynamic 
maintenance of the bikes; and the integration of GPS in bikes to, not only locate the bikes, but also understand 
the key commuting fluxes on campus. A raffle drawing concluded the event and three happy winners went 
home with an early Christmas gift card! 
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Explore Your City 

Explore your City Remembers Huell Howser!  
Los Angeles, CA 

By: Francisco Aragon, P.E.   

 

Hundreds of Huell Howser fans gathered at the Griffith 
Observatory on Tuesday, January 15, 2013 to celebrate the 
life of the beloved television host who profiled California 
places and personalities. Councilman Tom La Bonge and 
Rep. Janice Hahn (D-San Pedro) issued a plaque in Huell 
Howser's honor, and amid speeches and tears, the loyal 
fans got to say goodbye to Howser, who died last week at 
the age of 67 after battling cancer.  

Howser became a California household name in three 
decades of exploring the state's people and places in his 
homespun television shows. He was a man with a simple 
passion that he shared with millions. His passion was 
exploring California and he was intrigued by the historical 
significance, as well as the personal local significance of all 
the places and people he featured in his shows. 

He interviewed painters on the Golden Gate Bridge and sat atop the H of the Hollywood sign. He followed Julie Nixon 
Eisenhower up the stairs to her father’s tiny boyhood bedroom in Yorba Linda, Calif. He profiled an 88-year-old white woman 
who proudly remained in her South Central Los Angeles home after all her white neighbors fled to make way for black 
residents.  

There was the beauty parlor owner who won a whistling championship; the woman who picked roses every day and delivered 
them to her local post office; the artist who made portraits out of clothes-dryer lint.1 

This was Huell Howser's nature, he was always intrigued, and amazed even by things that might seem ordinary. 

Huell was like a Terminator sent from the past instead of the future, to make us appreciate all of the things we take for granted. 

We have shrugged our way into a world where everyone is 
supposed to be a critic of everything, all the time. Look up 
anything you are interested in online, and below it, you will 
find a COMMENTS section, where people -- from the 
comfort of their homes -- compete to be the first one to say 
that “it SUCKS.” Huell, on the other hand, would get into his 
car, drive for hours, and show us things... just so he could 
tell us how wonderful they were.2  

There aren't many people who are sincerely excited about 
places and personalities that shape our local communities 
and who dedicate their lives so others can understand the 
beauty that the mundane can hold. His legacy is his gift to 
any who love and enjoy exploring our communities, and for 
that, he will truly be missed.  

The “Explore your City” series aims to inform our members 
of local landmarks within our communities. If you haven’t 
taken part of any our tours, we strongly suggest you join us 
on our next one. Even without a planned tour, LA YMF 
continues to encourage you to get out and explore your city!  

1Hevesi, Dennis. (2013, January 14). Huell Howser, 67, Prolific TV Chronicler of Californians. New York Times, pp. A20. 

2Lennon, Thomas. "Why Huell Howser Was the Opposite of the Internet." KCET. 9 January 2013.  Web. 15 Jan. 2013. <http://
www.kcet.org/shows/tvtalk/tv-news/why-huell-howser-was-the-opposite-of-the-internet.html>. 

http://www.kcet.org/shows/tvtalk/tv-news/why-huell-howser-was-the-opposite-of-the-internet.html
http://www.kcet.org/shows/tvtalk/tv-news/why-huell-howser-was-the-opposite-of-the-internet.html


Join Our Email Lists! 

 
Keep up to date with all the latest YMF events and important announcements. 

To join our e-mail lists please contact:  
 

Ravi Shah for OC at Ravi.Shah@hdrinc.com,  
 

Francisco Aragon for LA at faragon@hntb.com, 
 

Julianna Gonzalez for SB/R at juliannagonzalez@rcflood.org,  
 

Alkan Bektur for SSJ at bektura@co.kern.ca.us,  
 

AND Erin LaBuda for SB/V at elabuda@jdscivil.com  
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Attention: Your Advertisement Here! 

Job Listings: 
 
Contact your local YMF for rates & promotions. 

  

   

Business Cards: 
 
$20 per Individual Issue 
$60 for Annual Subscription 
(Quarterly Publication - 4 Issues/Year) 
 

Advertisements: 
1/4 Page: $150/Issue 
1/2 Page: $175/Issue 
Full Page: $200/Issue 
 

-Sponsorship forms are available upon request. Please contact the Newsletter Editor at: sanchezoa307@gmail.com  
-Scanned business cards may be e-mailed to the Newsletter Editor at: sanchezoa307@gmail.com 

 

  
Los Angeles Section YMF Newsletter is a quarterly e-publication circulated to over 3,000 professionals. 

Advertise with us! Your support helps fund the many activities and outreach events highlighted 
in this publication. All contributions are tax-deductible to the extent permitted by law. 

 
For more information about YMF, check out our Websites:  

 
 www.mlab-ymf.org 

 
www.ymf-oc.org 

 
www.asce-sbriv.org/Younger_Member_Forum/ymf.html 

 
www.sbvasce-ymf.org 

 
www.asce-ssjb-ymf.com 

 
For extended calendar of events, please visit the ASCE Los Angeles Section website at: 

www.ascelasection.org. 
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mailto:bektura@co.kern.ca.us
mailto:elabuda@jdscivil.com
mailto:sanchezoa307@gmail.com
mailto:sanchezoa307@gmail.com
www.mlab-ymf.org
http://www.mlab-ymf.org
www.mlab-ymf.org
http://www.mlab-ymf.org
http://www.ymf-oc.org
http://www.asce-sbriv.org/Younger_Member_Forum/ymf.html
http://www.sbvasce-ymf.org
http://www.asce-ssjb-ymf.com
http://www.ascelasection.org
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Professional Development 

http://www.ascelasection.org/index.php/centennial/article/committee/
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Upcoming YMF Events 
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Upcoming YMF Events: Saturday, 2-16-2013 
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Upcoming YMF Events: Saturday, 2-22-2013 
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Upcoming YMF Events - At a Glance  

Date Event Time Location 

1/25 - 
1/26/2013 

WRYMC Conference 
Contact Your Local YMF Officers 

All Day Sacramento, CA 

1/28/2013 
Introduction to the updated WQMP for Riverside County Contact: 
Julianna Gonzalez at juliannagonzalez@rcflood.org 

7:30 AM-
12:00  PM 

Corona City Hall 

1/29/2013 
Mock Interview Workshop: Volunteers Needed!                     
Contact: Kaitlin Hannon at kaitlinhannon@kennedyjenks.com 

7 PM Boelter Penthouse, UCLA 

1/31/2013 
January YMF Happy Hour                                                             
Contact: Emi Fujii at emi.fujii@mwhglobal.com 

5 PM—   9 
PM 

The Onyx (118 W. 5th Street Los 
Angeles, CA 90501) 

2/6/2013 
OC YMF: General Meeting/ Happy Hour/Salsa Dancing 
Contact: Nestor Godinez at Ngodinez@sesinconline.net 

5:30 PM Irvine, CA 

2/9/2013 
Echo Park Lake Rehabilitation Technical Tour                           
Contact: Francisco Aragon at francisco-aragon@hotmail.com by  
Wednesday, 2/6/13  

10 AM 
Echo Park Lake (Park Avenue & 

Lemoyne Street) 

2/13/2013 
Introduction to the updated WQMP for Riverside County      
Contact: Julianna Gonzalez at juliannagonzalez@rcflood.org 

7:30 AM-
12:00 PM 

Corona City Hall 

2/15/2013 
OC YMF: Armory Emergency Shelter 
Contact: Deb Alvarado at Alvarado.Deb@gmail.com 

5 PM - 8 
PM 

Orange, CA 

2/16/2013 

Joint YMF: 19th Annual Popsicle Stick Bridge Competition 
Contact: Brianna Arth (OC YMF) at Brianna.Arth@stantec.com, 
Mai Son at maithson@gmail.com/Sarah Watrous at 
snwatrous@gmail.com (SB/R YMF), Jennifer Heredia (LA YMF) 
jennifer.heredia@gmail.com 

8:00 AM Los Angeles, CA 

2/18—
2/22/2013 

NATIONAL ENGINEERS’ WEEK! All Day USA 

2/20/2013 
OC YMF: Board Meeting #5 
Contact: Ravi Shah at Ravi.Shah@hdrinc.com 

6:00 PM HDR Irvine, CA 

2/22-
2/24/2013 

Joint YMF Mammoth Snowboard/Ski Trip 
Contact Your Local YMF Officers 

All Day Mammoth, CA 

3/2/2013 
Annual Life Member Brunch 

Contact Your Local YMF Officers or Click Here to Register 
11 AM—   

2 PM 
Monterey Park, CA 

3/6/2013 
ASCE Region 9 Infrastructure Symposium and Awards  Ceremony       
Contact Your Local YMF Officers or Click Here to Register 

All Day Union Station of Los Angeles, CA 

3/15/2013 
Student Night Job Fair                                                                     
Contact: Darwin Vargas at darwin.a.vargas@gmail.com and Per 
Tvedt at pertvedt@hotmail.com  

4:30 PM    
—  9 PM 

Los Angeles Athletic Club             
431 W. 7th Street                                 
Los Angeles, CA 90014  

mailto:juliannagonzalez@rcflood.org
mailto:KaitlinHannon@kennedyjenks.com
mailto:emi.fujii@mwhglobal.com
mailto:Ngodinez@sesinconline.net
mailto:francisco-aragon@hotmail.com
mailto:juliannagonzalez@rcflood.org
mailto:Alvarado.Deb@gmail.com
mailto:Brianna.Arth@stantec.com
mailto:maithson@gmail.com
mailto:snwatrous@gmail.com
mailto:jennifer.heredia@gmail.com
mailto:Ravi.Shah@hdrinc.com
http://www.eventbrite.com/event/4977995318
http://cainfrastructuresymposium2013.eventbrite.com/
mailto:darwin.a.vargas@gmail.com
mailto:pertvedt@hotmail.com
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Editor’s Note 

YMF Newsletter 
Los Angeles • San Bernardino/Riverside •  

Orange County • Santa Barbara/Ventura • Southern San Joaquin 

2012 
F a l l  

E d i t o r :   
O m a r  A .  S a n c h e z  

WRYMC! 
 
The Winter 2013 Quarter is well under way and the Western Regional Younger Member 
Council (WRYMC) is coming up.  Have you ever gone to a WRYMC conference?  It is like 
a buffet where one can savor the ideas, lessons, and knowledge from a pool of young 
engineers like ourselves coming from all over the west.  There are also insightful 
workshops, endless opportunities to network, a glimpse on the latest in our profession, and 
strengthening our YMF groups.  As you know, YMF is a platform that eases 

the transition from college to becoming a professional. WRYMC will be held in Sacramento!  It is not too late to 
register as many younger engineers from the western region await for this awesome conference to take its place.   
 

 2013 Popsicle Stick Bridge Competition; February 16, 2013, at the Union Station of Los Angeles, CA.  
This event is fast approaching and if you have not done so, please contact Brianna Arth 
(Brianna.Arth@stantec.com), Jennifer Heredia (jennifer.heredia@gmail.com), Mai Son (maithson@gmail.com),  
or Sarah Watrous (snwatrous@gmail.com) to be part of this high school outreach event.  We need more 
volunteers; every bit of help counts a lot.  Visit bridge.mlab-ymf.org to understand this great cause as LA 
Section YMF reaches out to young minds. 

 

 ASCE Region 9 Infrastructure Symposium and Awards  Ceremony; March 6, 2013, at the Union Station  
of Los Angeles, CA.  There will be lots of great presenters and recognition of some of the finest projects built.  
Listen in on the challenges that were tackled as this information can take you to the next level.  

 

 2013 Student Scholarships.  There is free money to university students.  Please pass on the information from 
LA YMF’s website and feel free to contact Kaitlin Hannon (KaitlinHannon@kennedyjenks.com) or yours truly 
(sanchezoa307@gmail.com).  

 

 Question: ASCE Vision 2025 states that civil engineers should be leaders in Public Policy.  What does that 
mean to you? What can ASCE do to make this goal a reality? Forward your answer to the Government Affairs 
Chair, Phillip Davies (phillip.davies@hatchmott.com) or the Western Geographic Representative for the 
Committee on Younger Members, Serge Haddad (serge.haddad@gmail.com) for a future discussion on ASCE 
Vision 2025.  What should ASCE do to make this goal a reality?  “ASCE Vision 2025—A Roadmap for the 
Profession” can be found online for free on page 7.  Learn more on “The Vision for Civil Engineering in 2025”. 

 

Also, be sure to look out for YMF activities from all YMF groups, use the links on this newsletter, and have fun!  
 
-Omar A. Sanchez 

mailto:Brianna.Arth@stantec.com
mailto:jennifer.heredia@gmail.com
mailto:maithson@gmail.com
mailto:snwatrous@gmail.com
bridge.mlab-ymf.org
http://www.mlab-ymf.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=147&Itemid=184
mailto:KaitlinHannon@kennedyjenks.com
mailto:sanchezoa307@gmail.com
mailto:sanchezoa307@gmail.com
mailto:phillip.davies@hatchmott.com
mailto:serge.haddad@gmail.com
http://www.asce.org/uploadedFiles/Vision_2025_-_New/Vision2025RoadmapReport_ASCE_Aug2009.pdf
http://www.asce.org/uploadedFiles/Vision_2025_-_New/TheVisionforCivilEngineeringin2025_ASCE.pdf

