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MONTHLY YMF BOARD 

MEETINGS 
 

SB/R 
Every first Wednesday 

 

SB/V 
Every second Tuesday 

 

LA 
Every second Tuesday 

 

OC 
Every third Wednesday 

 

SSJ 
Every other third Tuesday 

 

For locations, please contact any 

board member. 
 

Everyone is  
welcome! 

 

On Saturday, May 11th, several ASCE YMF and 

student members participated in a house-build in 

Tecate, Mexico.  The event was hosted by a non-

profit organization, Corazon, which has been 

organizing “one-day house builds” since 1979. 

Approximately 40 volunteers participated in the 

May 11th house build.  The group of volunteers was 

made up of members of ASCE, San Juan Capistrano 

Rotary Club, UCI Rotary Club, and the Corazon 

organization.  

All groups met in southern San Diego early 

Saturday morning before they made the trip into 

Mexico. Volunteers arrived at the build site, which 

was only a single concrete foundation in a dirt lot, 

around 8:30 AM. After supplies were unloaded, 

volunteers were given a safety briefing and 

instructions on how the day would progress. The 

family that the house was being built for was 

introduced to the volunteers and they stayed to 

help with the construction of their new home. 

Volunteers immediately began working by moving 

supplies, painting, and nailing wall frames together. 

A majority of the volunteers did not have 

construction experience and had to learn on the 

spot. The outer wall frames were the first items to 

go up and then the roof was constructed. By the 

time the roof was securely in place, it was midday 

and lunchtime. The family and locals that live in 

homes previously built by Corazon prepared lunch 

for all the volunteers. After lunch, volunteers 

began installing roofing shingles and working on the 

interior of the house.  The house was completed 

around 4:30 PM and it consisted of an open main 

room with a kitchen sink and loft.  When the house 

was completed and the site was cleaned up, the 

family was presented with the keys to their new 

home and they were very thankful for all of the 

volunteers’ work. 
 

The event was a rewarding experience for everyone involved. YMF and student members stated that 

they were very glad they participated and are eager to participate in another event. Corazon hosts 

multiple house-builds in Mexico and volunteers from all professions are welcome. For more information 

about Corazon and how to get involved, visit their website:  http://corazon.org/index.php/en/. 

 

Edi tor:  
Omar A. Sanchez 
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SANTA BARBARA/VENTURA COUNTY YMF  

President’s Message 

Hello fellow young civil engineers!  The Santa Barbara/Ventura YMF was busy this past spring.  In 

March we held a March Madness Happy Hour marketing event where we engaged many first time 

attendees and have hopes some will become future officers in the near future.   The group also 

celebrated taking, finishing, or just surviving the Professional Engineer exam in April by meeting for 

Happy Hour in Ventura for a much needed reprieve from months of studying.  Although I hear you get 

to take portions of it on the computer now, my…how times have changed!  Finally, at the end of May, 

LA YMF’s very own Darwin Vargas of Caltrans was kind enough to lead a Technical Tour of the 101 

Widening Project which splits both Santa Barbara and Ventura Counties.  Highlights included the La 

Conchita pedestrian undercrossing and the southbound bike lane off ramp.   
 

My fellow officers have been planning more fun events for the summer.  Our YMF group will be hosting 

two events this summer, including a technical tour of Rusack Winery which will kick off our Annual 

Wine Tasting event in Santa Ynez on June 22nd.  July is typically a dark period as many people are on 

summer vacation.  In August another big social event will be held with additional visitors from all the 

LA region YMFs after the joint meeting concludes.  We will be hosting a beach Cornhole Tournament 

and Barbeque at Leadbetter Beach in Santa Barbara.  We hope you can join us for wine and/or our 

beach day BBQ social event! 
  

Enjoy your summers!  Please contact me if you would like more information on these events or would 

like to be included on our email list. 
 

 

Peter Silvia, PE | 2012-13 ASCE Santa Barbara/Ventura YMF President 

SOUTHERN SAN JOAQUIN YMF 

President’s Message 

Board Members  

 

Peter Silvia, PE 

President 

Penfield & Smith 

 
Ryan Gallagher, PE 

Past President 

AECOM 

 
Ben Fischetti 

Vice President 

Penfield & Smith 

 
Brad Rahrer 

Treasurer 

City of Santa Barbara 

 

Erin LaBuda 

Secretary 

Jensen Design & Survey, Inc. 
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Board Members  

 

Alkan Bektur, PE 

President 

Kern County Waste  

Management 
 

Brian Nelson, PE 

Past President 

AECOM 
 

Pelin Bektur, PE 

Vice President/Secretary 

Kern County Roads  

Department 
 

Michael Collins, EIT 

Treasurer 

BSK Associates  

Engineers & Laboratories 
 

 

 

Greetings Young Members, 

 

It was an exciting winter with social events and tours of projects within the Bakersfield area. Our 

branch recently hosted an insightful tour of the Kern Steel Fabrication, Inc., a local structural steel 

fabrication company serving the industrial, commercial, and military communities.  It has been one of 

our most interesting tours where our members learned about all of the processes involved in 

fabricating various structural steel members that are used in the construction and maintenance 

projects. Observing the operation of the state of the art robotic welding and laser tube cutting 

equipment has been an eye opener for most of our Young Members; it helps them understand the new 

trends involving the automation process in the industry.  

 

At SSJ YMF, we do not forget that having fun is a vital part of YMF. We recently had a pizza social 

with the local pre-engineering students. Most of these students are fresh out of high school and could 

use some guidance from younger engineers in the field in order to help gauge their interests in civil 

engineering. We hope to continue this with each social event and spread the word that YMF is there to 

reach out and support not only younger engineers in the field, but students as well. 

I encourage you to attend our social events, and technical yours. There truly is something for 

everyone! Thank you for your involvement.  
 

Alkan Bektur, PE | 2012-13 ASCE Southern San Joaquin YMF President 

mailto:pas@penfieldsmith.com
mailto:bektura@co.kern.ca.us


It’s SUMMER time! Time to plan baseball games, BBQ’s and beach events! The San Bernardino-

Riverside Younger Member Forum (SB/R YMF) has been busy, working non-stop providing great 

technical tours (such as the Palm Springs Tram and the sbX Project), conducting presentations to 

both Cal Poly Pomona and Cal Baptist University, and preparing the PE Booth and Happy Hour event. 

We have also recently painted the Riverside Art Museum and had a successful trip to Mammoth. 

I was extremely happy with the heavily attended PE Booth and Happy Hour. The day started with us 

handing out ASCE branded seat cushions at the test site which were a huge hit! The location we 

selected, Warehouse Pizza, was conveniently located down the street from those taking the test 

and was central to most ASCE members who participated. It was the best PE Booth and Happy Hour 

event I’ve seen so far! 

Summer time also means Elections for the 2013-2014 term. The experience and connections made 

through ASCE are invaluable; I hope you consider one of the many positions on our Board. Come talk 

to us about it at one of our upcoming events:  

 

 Thursday July 18: Happy Hour 

 Saturday, July 27: Dodger Night with LA YMF @ Dodger Stadium  

 Saturday, August 17: Joint YMF Meeting and Volleyball tournament in Santa Barbara 

 Friday, September 20: San Bernardino-Riverside Branch and YMF Golf Tournament 

 Saturday, September 28: Hike  

 Friday-Sunday, November 15-17: Joint LA Section Camping Trip to Joshua Tree 

 

Julianna Gonzalez 

2012-2013 ASCE SB/R YMF President   

 

 

SAN BERNARDINO/RIVERSIDE YMF 

President’s Message 

Board Members  

 

Julianna Gonzalez  

President 

RCFC & WCD 
 

Helio Takano, PE 

Past President 

RCFC & WCD 
 

Melissa Barbosa, PE 

President Elect 

Azusa Light & Water 
 

Mark Swanson, PE 

Vice President  

AEI-CASC 
 

Michael Andersen, PE 

Wilson & Co. 

Treasurer 
 

Nikki Duran-Aubrecht 

Secretary 

J.F. Shea Construction, Inc. 

 

Andrea Martinez, PE 

Historian 

VA Loma Linda 
 

David Cortese 

Activities Chair 

RCFC & WCD 
 

Anthony Donohoo 

Recruiting Officer 

RCFC & WCD 
 

Sarah Watrous, PE 

Practitioner Advisor  

Cal Poly Pomona 

Riverside County Waste 

Management Department 
 

Rafael Contreras, PE 

Practitioner Advisor  

Cal Baptist 

City of Vernon 
 

Mai Son, PE 

Community  

Service Coordinator 

RCFC & WCD 
 

Anthony Mistretta 

K-12 Student Outreach 

Coordinator ASCE LOS ANGELES SECTION YMF NEWSLETTER - SPRING 2013   Page 3 

mailto:juliannagonzalez@rcflood.org


OC YMF has had a busy spring term and we’re excited for summer! In the last quarter, we had several 

exciting events, some of our highlights include: our annual Angels vs. Dodgers game, 3 on 3 basketball 

tournament, Irvine Lake Mud Run, LA Galaxy vs. Chivas USA Game Night, and several community service 

events including Ronald McDonald House and Corazon Home Build! The articles for these events can be 

found in this newsletter so be sure to check them out! 

There is one specific event I want to highlight separately: our professional development presentation 

which was held on Tuesday, June 25th.  This presentation continued our goal at OC YMF to develop the 

next set of leaders in our industry. The title of the presentation, “An Introduction to the Legal Side of 

Engineering” focused on the basics of engineering contracts, legal implications of stamping and signing 

plans, handling and avoiding potential legal pitfalls; this was presented by the law firm Collins Collins Muir 

& Stewart. These are just some of the many professional development presentations we will continue to 

bring through the year! 

As we officially ring in the first day of summer on June 22nd, the Orange County Younger Member Forum 

promises to continue to bring our members events that will surely garner interest. The last nine months 

have had a large focus on the LA Section Centennial in addition to our normally planned events; here in OC 

we’re continuing that momentum by celebrating the Orange County Branch 60th Anniversary as well!  

Jointly hosted with the OC Branch, OC YMF is planning a visit to several ASCE OC Historic Landmarks on 

Saturday, July 20th where we will be receiving private tours of a few ASCE Landmarks! Some of our 

destinations include: The Missions of San Juan Capistrano, Seal Beach Red Car, and a potential site visit 

to the Blimp Hangers in Tustin! This will definitely be a tour that no one will want to miss! Lunch is 

provided for our Younger Members, their friends, and families! To learn more about the tour and sign up, 

visit: http://2013OCHistoricTour.eventbrite.com.  

Some other upcoming events include: Sand Canyon Grade Separation Construction Site Visit (July), Piano 

Bar Outing (July), OC Branch and YMF Annual Golf Tournament, Annual Beach Day (August) and as usual, 

our monthly Happy Hours!  To register for any of these event, visit our website (www.ymf-oc.org) and also 

sign up for our bi-weekly newsletter in the right hand pane! Also, the newsletter and our website have 

added recent features to keep track of upcoming job opportunities through our local corporate contacts, 

so be sure to check both those resources! Keep in mind, all of these events are possible through your 

ASCE membership, if you haven’t renewed your membership or are new to ASCE, please take a moment 

sign up and start taking advantage of all the resources and events ASCE has to offer! We look forward to 

seeing you at our next event!  

Finally, my term serving as the President of the Orange County Younger Member Forum is coming to an 

end in September. I’d like to thank all of our members and this year’s board for all the hard work and 

dedication that have put forth to make this an excellent year full of events! I look forward to passing the 

torch onto my successor, Gidti Ludesirishoti, who I know will continue to bring our members events that 

will promote networking, unique training opportunities and will continue to enhance our profession. As we 

enter our nominations period in July, we are looking for energetic professionals to join our growing team! 

Please contact me if you are interested in getting involved with our board currently or this upcoming 

term. I look forward to hearing from you!  

Ravi Shah, P.E. | 2012-2013 OC YMF President 

ORANGE COUNTY YMF 

President’s Message 

Board Members 
 

Ravi Shah, PE  

President 

HDR 
 

Tricia Maruki Espinoza, PE  

Past President 

AECOM 
 

Gidti Ludesirishoti  

Vice President 
HDR 
 

Daniel Kim  
Treasurer  

LACSD  
 

Mark Beltran, PE 

Secretary  
KOA Corporation  
 

Remi Candaele, PE 
Programs Co-Chair 

Baker | RBF  
 

Gyan Sinha 

Programs Co-Chair 

Kimley Horn & Associates 
 

Andy Verdin, PE 
Community Outreach Co-Chair 

Shimmick Construction  
 

Andrew Easterling 
Community Outreach Co-Chair 

URS 
 

Deborah Alvarado 
Internal Activities Co-Chair 

TRC  
 

Nestor Godinez, PE 
Internal Activities Co-Chair 
SLR 
 

Amy Choi 

External Activities 

Rail Pros 
 

Brianna Arth 
PSBC Chair/K-12 Outreach 
Stantec 
 

Josue Vaglienty, PE 
Fundraising/Centennial Liaison 

Baker | RBF 
 

Roxanne Follis  

UCI Student Chapter 

Liaison/Historian 

HDR 
 

Lillian Yuen 

Webmaster 
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Michael Dole, PE Philip Wang  Trevor McGuckin  Mujahid Chandoo  
PE Review Co-Chair  Communications Co-Chair  GI Liaison  EWRI Liaison  
Baker | RBF  City of Bellflower HDR Baker | RBF   
  

Krista Kausen Llanet Gomez Daniela Nieto Eric Walker 

PE Review Co-Chair Communications Co-Chair CSULB Student Ch Liaison University Outreach 

Atkins Golder Associates Baker | RBF Stantec 

http://2013OCHistoricTour.eventbrite.com
http://www.ymf-oc.org
mailto:ravi.shah@hdrinc.com


It's Summer time!  My favorite time in Southern California, and I'm happy. This quarter has had 

many reasons for celebrating. With the days getting longer and warmer, LA YMF carries on with 

great events that promise to explore our great city and continue to teach and inspire our members.  

This quarter had many professional accomplishments for many of us. Many of our members, 

including our amazingly-dedicated board members, took and successfully passed their Professional 

Engineering and Fundamental Examinations; many congratulations are in order. Our LA YMF group is 

very proud of you all, and if you need to take a few of those exams again, there's no shame, and 

(shameless plug follows) we do have the only live-taught review course in Los Angeles that can help 

you stay on track of your studying. 

This quarter also had the Pacific Southwest Conference at USC/Loyola Marymount, with our 

schools doing an amazing job as host schools, CSUN advancing to the national Steel Bridge 

Competition, and volunteers and participants all having an amazing experience. 

LA YMF had an active quarter volunteering. We participated in the Santa Monica Pier Beach Clean 

Up, Rebuilding Together- Boys & Girls Club of East LA, Clover Elementary Outreach Egg Drop Visit, 

and the Great LA River Clean Up.  

For Professional Development, we organized a presentation on The Moving of the Endeavour 

Shuttle, a visit to see the Endeavour at its new house in the CA Science Center followed, had a 

Construction Claims and Project Management Two Day Seminar, toured the Morris Dam, Riverside 

Drive Viaduct (Bridge) Replacement, and a few of us got to visit Sacramento for our Government 

Affairs Legislative Fly-in (open to anyone, join us on the next one.) 

For even more fun, our active group went to see Jay Leno do his Standup Comedy, donned on our 

Dodger blue, most of us, and attended a Dodgers/Angels game with our OC YMF friends. We also 

just had a joint Networking Night with the American Planning Association. Some of our members 

also ran a Color me Rad! 5K Race and attended the 100 Year Celebration of the Colorado Street 

Bridge in Pasadena.  

 We are looking forward to the next quarter; we're getting ready for events to take us outside to 

the warmer longer days. Our great city offers so much during this time, free music concerts, 

outdoor movie nights, beach and park visits, food trucks, etc. We'll also do our part to continue to 

bring great Professional Development activities and opportunities to keep us all in the loop of our 

great professional network. Cheers to the Summer and to another great Quarter! 

  

Francisco Aragon, P.E.  

2012-2013 ASCE LA YMF President   

  

LOS ANGELES YMF 

President’s Message 

Board Members 
 

Francisco Aragon, PE  

President  

HNTB/LAUSD 
 

Jinny Huang, PE   

Past President 

Long Beach Water Department 
 

Chen-Minh (George) Huang, PE 

President Elect 

City of L.A. Bureau of Engineering 
 

Laura Rockett 

Vice President 

County of L.A. DPW 
 

Amy So, PE 

Treasurer 

City of L.A. Bureau of Engineering 
 

Kayvan Mahramzadeh, PE  

Secretary  

HNTB 
 

Michael J. Howie, EIT 

K-12 Outreach Co-Chair 

IDG Structural Engineering 
 

Julian Garcia, PE 

K-12 Outreach Co-Chair 

County of L.A. DPW 
 

Kaitlin Hannon, EIT   

University Outreach 

Kennedy/Jenks Consultants 
 

Katie Hickey, EIT 

PSBC Coordinator 

AECOM 
 

Jennifer A. Heredia, PE 

PSBC Coordinator 

HDR 
 

Cindy Huang 

Community Service Co-Chair 

ARUP 
 

Dana Wall 

Community Service Co-Chair 

Southern California Edison 
 

Matt Cresto, EIT 

Sports Co-Chair 

Hall & Foreman, Inc. 
 

Omar A. Sanchez 

Scholarship Chair 

Kaiser Permanente — Capital 

Projects Facilities Construction 
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Darwin Vargas, PE Jane Tran, EIT Zsolt Horvath, EIT   Phil Davies, PE 

SN/JF Co-Chair PERC Co-Chair PERC Co-Chair  Membership Chair/GAC  
Caltrans Hatch Mott MacDonald Hatch Mott MacDonald Hatch Mott MacDonald 
 

Per B. Tvedt, ETI Rocio Duran, EIT Jose Cruz, EIT Emi Fujii, EIT 

SN/JF Co-Chair PERC Co-Chair Sports Co-Chair  Social Chair 

Co. of Orange PW LAUSD—Construction Hall & Foreman, Inc.    MWH  

mailto:francisco-aragon@hotmail.com
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Business Cards: 
$20 per Individual Issue 

$60 for Annual Subscription 

(Quarterly Publication - 4 Issues/Year) 
 

Advertisements: 
1/4 Page: $150/Issue 

1/2 Page: $175/Issue 

Full Page: $200/Issue 
 

-Sponsorship forms are available upon request. Please contact the Newsletter Editor at: 
sanchezoa307@gmail.com  

Job Listings: 
Contact your local YMF for rates & 

promotions. 

  

Los Angeles Section YMF Newsletter is a quarterly e-publication circulated to over 3,000 professionals. 
Advertise with us! Your support helps fund the many activities and outreach events highlighted 

in this publication. All contributions are tax-deductible to the extent permitted by law. 

   

JOIN OUR EMAIL LISTS! 
 

Keep up to date with all the latest YMF events and important announcements. 

To join our e-mail lists please contact:  
 

Ravi Shah for OC at Ravi.Shah@hdrinc.com,  
 

Francisco Aragon for LA at faragon@hntb.com, 
 

Julianna Gonzalez for SB/R at juliannagonzalez@rcflood.org,  
 

Alkan Bektur for SSJ at bektura@co.kern.ca.us,  
 

AND Erin LaBuda for SB/V at elabuda@jdscivil.com  

For more information about YMF, check out our Websites: 
 

 www.mlab-ymf.org 
 

www.ymf-oc.org 
 

www.asce-sbriv.org/Younger_Member_Forum/ymf.html 
 

www.sbvasce-ymf.org 
 

www.asce-ssjb-ymf.com 
 

For extended calendar of events, please visit the ASCE Los Angeles Section website at: 

www.ascelasection.org. 

YOUR ADD HERE 
 

INQUIRE TODAY! 

mailto:sanchezoa307@gmail.com
mailto:Ravi.Shah@hdrinc.com
mailto:faragon@hntb.com
mailto:juliannagonzalez@rcflood.org
mailto:bektura@co.kern.ca.us
mailto:elabuda@jdscivil.com
www.mlab-ymf.org
http://www.mlab-ymf.org
www.mlab-ymf.org
http://www.mlab-ymf.org
http://www.ymf-oc.org
http://www.asce-sbriv.org/Younger_Member_Forum/ymf.html
http://www.sbvasce-ymf.org
http://www.asce-ssjb-ymf.com
http://www.ascelasection.org
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National Membership Rates (Please verify rates and grades at www.asce.org/membership). 

 

Student: Free     Member: $210 annually 

Associate Member: $50 year of baccalaureate Affiliate Member: $210 annually 

degree and first year after, then incremental  Fellow: $245 annually 

increase to $210 over five years   Section (Branch) Dues: $45/year 

 

 National ASCE Student Membership is FREE! Contact your Student Chapter leaders or 

Faculty Advisor for additional information. 

 For membership information, go to asce.org/member benefits 

 For questions about national ASCE membership contact: member@asce.org. 

ASCE MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
 

JOIN TODAY! 

  Co mp l ime n ta ry  
s u bsc r i p t io n  t o  C iv i l  
E n g i n ee r i n g  
m a ga z i n e  a n d  AS CE  
Ne ws  

 

 Access to ASCE’s 
Online Research Library 

 
 Access to The Civil 

Engineering Database 
 
 Professional Books 

available at a significant 
member discount 

Observing a Century of Leadership... 
 
Be a part of the celebration as ASCE Los 
Angeles Section completes 100 years of 
Civil Engineering Excellence!   
 
Contact your local YMF President for a 
myriad of events yet to come! 

http://www.asce.org/membership
http://www.asce.org/memberbenefits/
mailto:member@asce.org
http://www.ascelasection.org/index.php/centennial/
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South El Monte High School IMAGINE Yourself as an Engineer 

South El Monte, CA 

By: Melissa Barbosa, P.E.  
 

The IMAGINE Your STEM Future event on Saturday, May 18, 2013 at South El Monte High School 

reached out to over one hundred girls.  The free event was put on by the Girl Scouts, Project Lead 

the Way, South El Monte High School, Senator Ed Hernandez, O.D., and the Society of Women 

Engineers.   

A few days before the event, colleagues reached out to ASCE YMF to volunteer the day of the event!  

Heren Molina from LA YMF and I helped facilitate the “IMAGINE yourself as an ENGINEER” module 

from 9 am to 5 pm.   

In reviewing the surveys that the girls completed, I think it is safe to say that the event was a 

tremendous success.  Together, we made an impact on young aspiring girls.  We shared our personal 

experiences with the girls, talked about college and our careers in the Civil Engineering Profession, 

and with the girls, we built an ‘electrical circuit’ switch operator buzzer and played a Game Show 

Trivia game with the buzzers. 

 

The event helped young individuals work as a team, 

meet new people, challenged them to ‘Dream’, to 

build, instill courage and confidence to attain their 

own endeavors. 

 

For more information regarding the event please 

contact: 
 

Liliana Argüello 

Mission Delivery Manager, Membership  

Girl Scouts of Greater Los Angeles 

Arcadia Service Center 

101 E. Wheeler Ave., Arcadia, CA 91006 

Direct: (626) 677-2341     Fax (626) 677-2541   

larguello@girlscoutsLA.org 

 

(CONT’D From Page 9) 
 

mailto:larguello@girlscoutsLA.org
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South El Monte High School IMAGINE Yourself as an Engineer (CON’T. From Page 8) 
 



YMF K-12 OUTREACH ACTIVITIES 
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POPSICLE STICK BRIDGE COMPETITION AT UNION STATION 

Los Angeles, CA 

By: Jennifer Heredia, P.E. 
 

A day filled with excitement for our local high school students was held on February 16, 2013 when 

the Orange County YMF, San Bernardino/Riverside YMF and Los Angeles YMF co-hosted the 19th 

Annual Popsicle Stick Bridge Competition (PSBC) at the Los Angeles Union Station. This was an 

awesome event where high school students from different schools joined to participate in a friendly 

civil engineering competition. Each student was part of a team, who brought a bridge made from 

Popsicle sticks, gave a presentation about their bridge before a panel of judges and participated in an 

impromptu competition. 

 

As my first time participating in this event, I had no idea how everything would turn out. In the 

morning, all of the PSBC leads and volunteers arrived at Union Station really early so as to have 

everything set up before the students arrived. But once all of the students were in, the fun began! 

Students were watching their bridges being tested on a load-testing machine and they could hear the 

popsicles break. In another room, students were giving their oral presentation while other teams 

watched too. This was a great experience because I could tell how much the students learned while 

doing this project. The impromptu event was great too because I could see how much imagination 

students have. Overall, this was a great learning experience for everyone and I definitely enjoyed 

SAVANNAH HIGH SCHOOL OUTREACH 

Anaheim, CA 

By: Gidti Ludesirishoti 
 

On February 1st, OC YMF visited Savanna High School in Anaheim. Gidti Ludesirishoti and Karly Ho 

discussed civil engineering with the students of high school teachers: Clay Elliot and Allan Stuart. 

The students were introduced to commonly known civil engineering specialties and even some less 

well known. Students were encouraged to ask any questions about the profession from typical work 

days, work-life balance, college requirements, typical projects and many more. The discussion was 

held in the H.S. shop class where students were also able to ask for advice on their balsa wood 

bridges. 

 

After the discussion, students participated in a friendly Lego™ structure shake table competition. 

Groups of students were given a Lego™ platform and bags of pieces to construct the tallest 

structure to withstand a pseudo-seismic event. The students were able to enjoy a fun and friendly 

competition while also learning about a potential future in civil engineering. Anyone interested in 

volunteering for a K-12 event, or other YMF activities, should email eboard@ymf-oc.org. 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Savanna_High_School.jpg  

mailto:eboard@ymf-oc.org
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Savanna_High_School.jpg
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2013 POPSICLE STICK BRIDGE COMPETITION AT UNION STATION (LA YMF Article) 

Los Angeles, CA 

By: Jennifer Heredia, P.E. 
 

A day filled with excitement for our local high school students was held on February 16, 2013 when 

the Orange County YMF, San Bernardino/Riverside YMF and Los Angeles YMF co-hosted the 19th 

Annual Popsicle Stick Bridge Competition (PSBC) at the Los Angeles Union Station. This was an 

awesome event where high school students from different schools joined to participate in a friendly 

civil engineering competition. Each student was part of a team, who brought a bridge made from 

Popsicle sticks, gave a presentation about their bridge before a panel of judges and participated in an 

impromptu competition. 

 

As my first time participating in this event, I had no idea how everything would turn out. In the 

morning, all of the PSBC leads and volunteers arrived at Union Station really early so as to have 

everything set up before the students arrived. But once all of the students were in, the fun began! 

Students were watching their bridges being tested on a load-testing machine and they could hear the 

popsicles break. In another room, students were giving their oral presentation while other teams 

watched too. This was a great experience because I could tell how much the students learned while 

doing this project. The impromptu event was great too because I could see how much imagination 

students have. Overall, this was a great learning experience for everyone and I definitely enjoyed 

working with everyone in the PSBC committees and helping students learn about the civil engineering 

field.  
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2013 POPSICLE STICK BRIDGE COMPETITION AT UNION STATION (OC YMF Article) 

Los Angeles, CA 

By: Brianna Arth 

 

In celebration of ASCE Los Angeles Section’s 

100th Anniversary, the Orange County, Los 

Angeles and San Bernardino/Riverside Younger 

Member Forums teamed up to host the 19th 

annual Popsicle Stick Bridge Competition 

(PSBC). Approximately 250 students from 33 

high schools gathered bright and early at Los 

Angeles Union Station on Saturday, February 

16th to participate in the full day competition.  

 

The event opened with an official welcome given by Brianna Arth 

(PSBC Lead Chair, OC YMF). The welcome was followed by an 

energetic and motivational speech by Serge Haddad (Secretary 

Western Geographic Member of Committee of Younger Members) 

on the importance of discovering your passion and setting 

measurable goals. Don Sepulveda (ASCE LA Section Centennial 

Chair) also briefly spoke on the Los Angeles Section’s Centennial 

Celebration and the rewarding impact Civil Engineers have on the 

community. 

 

Student teams then eagerly divided into four rotation groups to begin the official competition.  
 

Rotation 1 – Teams gave a five-minute oral presentation 

summarizing their bridge building experience to a panel of 

engineers.  

Rotation 2 – The moment all the students have been 

waiting to witness since beginning they arrived. Student 

teams tested the strength of their bridges on the loading 

machine.  

Rotation 3 – Metro volunteers gave students a guided tour 

through the recently renovated Los Angeles Union Station 

and Metro building.  

Rotation 4 – Student’s impromptu skills were challenged in 

a mini Castle Destruction competition where students constructed a castle using plastic cups and tape 

to defend against other teams during a catapult war.  

After all rotations were complete, students reconvened to listen to Dr. Seema Shah-Fairbank (ASCE 

Faculty Advisor at Cal Poly Pomona) discuss the importance of teamwork, collaboration, and critical 

thinking in today’s world.  
 

In addition to the day’s activities, students had the opportunity to interact with engineering 

professionals and university students. They also had their project boards on display for PSBC 

participants to view and compare designs. With the event held at Los Angeles Union Station, Metro 

users also took the opportunity to view the students’ project boards and watch a few bridges get 

loaded.   

 

(CON’T. On Page 13) 
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2013 POPSICLE STICK BRIDGE COMPETITION AT UNION STATION (OC YMF Article) - 
(CON’T. From Page 12) 
 

 

Finally, after much anticipation, the event 

scores were tallied and the awards portion of 

the event commenced. Awards and 

recognition were given for the top three 

teams in strength, presentation and technical 

report categories. Scholarships were given to 

the top three overall competition winners, 

which were:  

 

Garden Grove High School, Team “Abridged”  

Milken Community High School, Team “Stix”  

Critical Design and Gaming School of 

Augustus, Team “Past Link”  

Recognition was also given to the top three teams from schools that have not competed in the past 

three years. The event then concluded with closing remarks by PSBC Chairs: Jennifer Heredia, Mai 

Son, and Sarah Watrous. 

 

Special thanks to the PSBC Committee and ASCE Members who put in countless hours to make this 

event so successful. It is truly a rewarding event to be a part of and on behalf of the PSBC 

Committee; we hope to see you next year! 

 

For further information on PSBC or other K-12th Outreach programs, please visit: http://bridge.mlab

-ymf.org and http://ymf-oc.org/index.php/committees/k-12_outreach. 

UNIVERSITY OFFICER TRANSITION MEETING 

Fullerton, CA 

By: Eric Walker 

 

In order to help ease the transition between Student Chapter Leaderships, YMF hosted a meeting on 

successfully transitioning and succession planning on May 2nd for the three universities in Orange 

County. Present and future student chapter leaders gathered at California State University, Fullerton 

to discuss some of the challenges of the past year, as well as opportunities for the upcoming years. 

Special attention was paid to how the student chapters can improve their documentation of activities, 

so that future years can build on the past years’ work, as well as improving the ease and quality of the 

annual reports. Eric Walker provided a template for documenting the various events and activities of 

the student chapters so that putting together the annual reports will be more about compiling 

information than creating it. 

 

Ravi Shah and Gidti Ludesirishoti also presented on the role of YMF and how YMF operates to give the 

students some perspective and ideas on how they can incorporate the YMF organizational structure 

into their own groups. Several student representatives from each of the schools attended and 

participated in the workshop. Ideas and critiques from the students as well as the professionals in 

attendance were well received and the new Student Chapter Leadership left feeling excited for the 

coming year and with a clear sense of direction on how to get started with planning. Many of the 

students are looking forward to getting their chapters involved with YMF events as well as working to 

host joint events between the universities. 

http://bridge.mlab-ymf.org
http://bridge.mlab-ymf.org
http://ymf-oc.org/index.php/committees/k-12_outreach
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PLANS READING WORKSHOP AT CSUF 

Fullerton, CA 

By: Eric Walker 

 

In order to help students get a leg up in the professional world of civil engineering, Eric Walker from 

Stantec Consulting went to California State University Fullerton to help host a Plans Reading 

Workshop. Reading and putting together plan sets is one of the most critical components of working in 

civil engineering as plans are how engineers convey their ideas to clients and contractors alike. Being 

able to effectively communicate through plans is one of the key skills needed to become an 

accomplished engineer. The May 16th workshop was intended to give students a brief glimpse of how 

engineers communicate through plans. Looking at the different types of plans and what stages they 

come in during a project as well as how plan sets differ from exhibits and different disciplines from 

each other are only a few of the things that were covered in the workshop.  

 

All of the students that participated were very enthusiastic about the presentation and were asking 

questions about the various stages of putting plans together as well as projects in general. The 

interactive workshop allowed students to get up close and personal with plans sets and gave them a 

better understanding of what they can expect when they start working. After the event, leaders of 

the next year’s student chapter said that people left with lots of practical knowledge and they would 

be happy to host a similar event next year. 

FROM COLLEGE TO PROFESSIONALS 

Fullerton, CA 

By: Eric Walker 

 

On May 15th, Eric Walker was invited by the UCI ASCE Student Chapter to present on transitioning 

from college to the workforce, as well as the role ethics plays in engineering. The approximately 20 

students in attendance from varying class levels all seemed to be pretty eager to learn about things 

they can do and ways to improve their chances of getting hired either for internships or full time 

positions. Topics for the presentation included: tips for putting together a resume, the importance of 

networking, effective communication in the workplace, how taking pride in your work and building trust 

in your abilities will benefit you, and how ethical conduct weaves through all of the topics and impacts 

our everyday lives. Many of the students seemed surprised at the vastness of the role Civil Engineers 

play in society and just how much of an impact we can make.  

 

With regards to ethics, several concrete examples of dilemmas faced in the working world, as well as 

ways Civil Engineers can take a more proactive role in public policy, really drove home the importance of 

what we do as professionals serving the people. Some of the students even came up after the 

presentation to further discuss how students can get more active and contribute even before 

graduation. The President Elect of the UCI ASCE Student Chapter said he would like to see the 

students get more involved with the Society in the coming school year and building a relationship with 

YMF to help foster the continued growth of the students as future members of the profession. 
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UCI SURVEYING WORKSHOP 

Irvine, CA 

By: Eric Walker 

 

On May 11th, some of the surveyors from 

Stantec Consulting, Jason Shockley and Rau 

Mansur, hosted a workshop on the role of 

surveying in civil engineering. Ray prepared 

a lecture highlighting the history of 

surveying as well as touching on the various 

types of surveys that are done depending 

on the needs of the project. Ray brought in 

some old equipment and monuments to show 

the students how surveying had been done 

in the past and give some context for where 

the profession stands today.  

 

After the lecture, a portion of the ten 

students were taken out to the plaza where 

Jason went over and demonstrated some of 

the modern surveying equipment and let the 

students take a look through the Total-

Station. After taking some survey shots of 

the plaza, Jason and Ray put together an 

AutoCAD file of the plaza so the students 

could see how the field shots come 

together to create something that 

engineers can use to design. 

 

Overall, the students who attended the 

event said they left with a new 

understanding and appreciation for 

surveying and since a surveying class is not 

currently offered at UCI, it was good 

exposure to this aspect of civil engineering. 

Ray and Jason both said they would be 

interested in doing a similar presentation 

sometime in the future with perhaps even 

more variety of equipment and programs; 

although, they did mention that two hours 

to go over Surveying in its entirety is 

rushed, to say the least. 
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2013 STUDENT NIGHT/JOB FAIR SUCCESS (LA YMF Article) 

Los Angeles, CA 

By: Darwin A. Vargas, P.E. 

 

The 14th Annual Student Night and Job Fair were held on March 15, 2013 at the Los Angeles 

Athletic Club; the annual event brings together students, professionals, companies, and government 

entities. The night is filled with networking opportunities between engineers and students that are 

beginning in the civil engineering profession. LA YMF takes this time as well to recognize students’ 

accomplishment over the course of a school year. LA YMF and the Metropolitan Los Angeles Branch 

of ASCE award various scholarships to students who have demonstrated academic excellence and 

community involvement. Student Chapters from the universities in the Los Angeles area are invited 

and encouraged to participate at the event in order to increase their chances of obtaining a job after 

graduation. 

14th ANNUAL STUDENT NIGHT & JOB FAIR (SB/RIV YMF Article) 

Los Angeles, CA 

By: Rafael Contreras, P.E. 

 

The Los Angeles Younger Member Forum (LA YMF) of the American Society of Civil Engineers 

(ASCE) organized and hosted the 14th Annual Student Night & Job Fair on Friday, March 15, 2013, 

at the historic Los Angeles Athletic Club in downtown Los Angeles.  

 

The historic Los Angeles Athletic Club set the elegant and gracious tone for the evening. ASCE YMF 

volunteers graciously greeted incoming ASCE student members throughout the Los Angeles section 

area, which included USC, UCLA, CSUN, CSULA, LMU, CSULB, UCI, CSFU, CPP, CPSLO, and Cal 

Baptist. Companies such as AECOM, Arup, KPFF, and MNS Engineers, just to name a few, were 

present to meet ASCE student members. This job fair provides a great opportunity for company 

exposure and students in search of an internship or full-time position to introduce themselves to 

potential employers.  

 

The event transitions to the evening dinner where scholarships and awards are provided to the 

students. This year, ASCE provided nine different scholarships and awards ranging from $500 to 

$5,000 to selected outstanding ASCE students members. This year Cal Poly Pomona was awarded the 

Los Angeles YMF Outstanding Student Chapter Award.  

 

(CON’T. on Page 17) 

2013 LA SECTION 

SCHOLARSHIP 

RECIPIENTS. 

 

Philip Abrams 

Rosa Lau; USC 

 

Philip Abrams 

Billy Basuni; CSULA 

 

Jeffrey Gordon 

Michael Mondragon;  

Cal Poly SLO 

 

Leo and Pat Hirschfeldt 

Elise Takebayashi; USC 

 

2013 MLAB SCHOLARSHIP 

RECIPIENTS. 

 

Le Val Lund Memorial 

Graduate Scholarship 

Molly Meertens; UCLA 

 

Metropolitan Los Angeles 

Branch Scholarship 

Rosa Lau; USC 

 

Metropolitan Los Angeles 

Branch Scholarship 

Elise Takebayashi; USC 

 

Metropolitan Los Angeles 

Branch Scholarship 

 

And 

 

Patti Gadomski Memorial 

Scholarship 

Charlotte Insull; UCLA 
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14th ANNUAL STUDENT NIGHT & JOB FAIR (SB/RIV YMF Article) - (CON’T. From Page 16) 
 

The ASCE Los Angeles Section, Metropolitan Los Angeles Branch (MLAB) and Younger Member 

Forum (LA YMF) are proud to continue this annual outreach event that brings together professional 

organizations and firms with the talented up-incoming ASCE engineers.   

SSJB YMF observe the operation of 
the state of the art robotic welding and 
laser tube cutting equipment.  It was an 
eye opener for most attendees as it 
helped them understand the new trends 
involving the automation process in the 
industry.  

SSJB YMF hosted an insightful tour of 
the Kern Steel Fabrication, Inc., which 
is a local structural steel fabrication 
company serving the industrial, 
commercial, and military communities.   

2013 LA YMF 

SCHOLARSHIP 

RECIPIENTS. 

 

Ou ts t a nd i n g  S tu de nt 

Member 

Oscar Rivera; USC 

 

Ou ts t a nd i n g  S tu de nt 

Chapter 

Honorable Mention 
UCLA 

 

Ou ts t a nd i n g  S tu de nt 

Chapter 

Cal Poly Pomona 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR 

SCHOLARSHIP 

COMMITTEE: 

 

Cindy Huang 

Don Sepulveda 

Francisco Aragon 

George Huang 

Gidti Ludesirishoti 

Gregg Fiegel 

Heren Molina 

Jennifer Heredia 

Kaitlin Hannon 

Kayvan Mahramzadeh 

Laura Rockett 

Mai Son 

Marlon Calderon 

Melissa Barbosa 

Ngozi Nwoko 

Nikki Duran Aubrecht 

Paul Choy 

Per Tvedt 

Rafael Contreras 

Ravi Shah 

Sarah Watrous 

Steve Hosford 

Thomas Spiker 

Vilong Truong 
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HEAL THE BAY AND YMF BEACH DAY 

Santa Monica, CA 

By: Kaitlin Hannon 

 

On the morning of Saturday, April 20th, 2013, 

YMF partnered with UCLA’s student chapter 

to participate in Heal the Bay, a volunteer-

driven beach cleaning event at Santa Monica 

Beach. We joined over 1,000 people who turned 

out that morning to pick up pieces of plastic 

and broken glass that would have otherwise 

ended up in the ocean. After trading childhood 

memories of stepping on glass at the beach or 

digging up cigarette butts while building sandcastles, we certainly felt that our efforts were 

worthwhile. A big thanks to our awesome 

volunteers! 
 

Following the volunteer efforts, MLAB and 

YMF hosted a Beach Day for the various Los 

Angeles Section Student Chapters to 

celebrate the end of the 2012-2013 academic 

school year. Delicious sandwiches and treats 

were offered to all of those who showed up. 

Some students and Younger Members had fun 

with some friendly rivalry while playing bocce 

ball, while others hung out and chatted in the 

sun. It was a fun day, and a wonderful way to 

end the year with the students. 
 

MLAB and LA YMF look forward to hosting more similar events with other ASCE student chapters! 

RONALD McDONALD HOUSE—FEASTS FROM THE HEART 

Orange, CA 

By: Andrew Easterling 
 

On Sunday March 24th, members of Orange 

County Branch Younger Member Forum and 

local student chapters prepared a meal for 

families staying at the Orange County Ronald 

McDonald House through the meal program, 

”Feasts from the Heart.”  The Orange County 

Ronald McDonald House provides a comforting 

"home away from home" for families with 

seriously ill children receiving treatment in 

Orange County hospitals. The OC-YMF 

volunteers prepared a dinner meal for the 

families to enjoy while in-between hospital visits which was received by many thanks and appreciation 

from the families.  The dinner was planned and managed by Gidti Ludesirishoti. The menu was a 

collection of several delicious Thai dishes such as Pad See Ew, Yellow Chicken Curry, Som Tam, 

Vegetarian Curry, and Thai BBQ Chicken.  After the event, volunteers enjoyed a brief Happy Hour at 

O’Hara’s Pub. 
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JAY LENO STAND-UP COMEDY NIGHT 

Hermosa Beach, CA 

By: Jane Tran, EIT  

If you’re a South Bay local, you would know 

what surprisingly many Angelenos do not: 

Jay Leno owns a small comedy club in 

Hermosa Beach where he performs live 

stand-up every Sunday night!  Several 

ASCE members decided to check out this 

great locals’ event on Cinco de Mayo.  We 

had a great time seeing him perform 

live.  The best thing is, he used it as an  

opportunity   to   test new jokes for his 

show!   Jay  Leno  proved  to  be  great  at          

stand-up, and he was able to entertain us for two hours!  The setting was very intimate, with dinner 

tables for about 100 people with hardly a bad seat in the house.  It’s rumored that a lot of great 

comics make random drop-ins, so we will definitely give this venue another visit in the future! 

 

On March 12th 2013, a group of ASCE OC 

YMF members met up for a General 

Meeting and Happy Hour at Slater’s 50/50 

Burgers by Design in Huntington Beach. 

This meeting was all about enjoying each 

other’s company and good ol’ fashion 

indulgence. The group had its share of 

everything fried: pickles, mac n cheese, 

jalapeños, sweet potato fries, and French 

fries topped off with bacon flavored 

ketchup. Slater’s 50/50 claim to fame is a 

burger comprised of 50% ground beef and 

50% ground BACON. The burgers were 

massive and everyone enjoyed every minute 

of this Happy Hour. After a short food 

coma, the meeting was topped off by a 

short Ice Breaker; everyone introduced themselves and shared fun past memories of St. Patty’s Day 

festivities. Thank you to all of the 15 members who attended this event; next time, I hope you can all 

make it out!     

GENERAL MEETING/HAPPY HOUR AT SLATER’S 50/50 BURGERS 

Huntington Beach, CA 

By: Deborah Alvarado  
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POST P.E. EXAM SOCIAL EVENT 

La Verne, CA 

By: Melissa Barbosa, P.E.  

I must say, our YMF 'BIG' membership 

recruit on Friday, April 12, 2013, was a great 

success from the "behind you all the way" 

seat cushions for the second half of the 

t e s t ,  s p r e a d i n g  t h e  A S C E 

word and unwinding after the exam at 

Warehouse Pizza in La Verne.  The primary 

goal of this two-part event is to promote 

ASCE for the year, increase membership 

and of course have fun!  Members spoke 

with PE test takers about upcoming calendar 

events and invited them to join us. There 

was a great turnout having current members 

and new faces, 70 seat cushions distributed, 

plenty of food, drinks and good company. We 

encourage the new faces to join us at 

upcoming events.  

To kick off the beginning of spring and to 

preemptively celebrate the  nearing of the 

end of the school year,  CSUF, UCI, CSULB, 

and OC YMF hosted a beach bonfire at 

Bolsa Chica State Beach. With over 70 

students in attendance, the event was a 

smashing success! Student Chapter 

members from all three schools got to meet 

other student chapter members and talk 

with YMF about working in the professional 

world and tips for getting a job upon 

graduation. There was volleyball, football, 

soccer, and Can Jam for everyone to play 

and some brave souls even ventured out into 

the water for some body surfing. Everyone 

enjoyed hot dogs and smores slowly roasted over the open flames and some even broke out into a 

little karaoke. Overall, the event was a lot of fun for all those involved. All of the chapters agreed 

that there needs to be more joint social events like these early in the school year to help build 

cohesion between the student chapters and help students stay plugged into YMF’s activities. In 

addition to all of the fun activities, some of the students were able to upgrade their student 

memberships to professional memberships, which helped with the member drive YMF is hosting. 

OC YMF JOINT UNIVERSITY BONFIRE 

Bolsa Chica State Beach, CA 

By: Eric Walker  
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APRIL HAPPY HOUR 

Fullerton, CA 

By: Nestor Godinez, P.E.  

In an effort to get more young engineers 

involved from around Orange County, the 

April General Meeting was held in Fullerton 

on Tuesday, April 16th.  Attendees took 

advantage of almost limitless tacos on Taco 

Tuesday at Matador Cantina in Downtown 

Fullerton.  The general meeting was well 

attended by 23 individuals with several first 

time attendees and of particular note, is 

that nine of the attendees were students 

from nearby California State University, 

Fullerton.  Cal State Fullerton students have 

had strong attendance at OC YMF events 

for 2013.  With several of those students 

graduating this spring, they are poised to 

become OC YMF members and possibly 

future OC YMF board members. 

 

On Thursday March 21st, 2013, the Santa 

Barbara/Ventura YMF held a social Happy 

Hour event at Santa Barbara Brewing 

Company (501 State St.) in Santa Barbara, 

CA.  A group of about 14 people enjoyed the 

evening with free appetizers provided by 

YMF, a couple adult beverages, and 

Thursday Night March Madness College 

Basketball action.  We did have a couple of 

first time attendees and have them hooked 

for future YMF events in 2013 and beyond.  

Thanks to the representatives that 

attended from Penfield & Smith, Jensen 

Design & Survey, the City of Santa Barbara, 

and Lachaine & Associates.   

MARCH MADNESS HAPPY HOUR! 

Santa Barbara, CA 

By: Pete Silvia, P.E.  

 

SB/VEN YMF Members enjoying Thursday night March 
Madness, drinks, and free appetizers.  
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POST P.E. CELEBRATION AT “SOCIAL 

TAP” 

Ventura, CA 

By: Pete Silvia, P.E.  

On Friday April 19th, 2013, the Santa 

Barbara/Ventura YMF held a post P.E. 

recovery celebration for those brave souls 

who survived the Spring P.E. Exam.  The 

social hour event was held at the new Social 

Tap (1105 S Seaward Ave.) in Ventura, CA.  A 

Group of about 12 people enjoyed the 

evening with free appetizers provided by 

YMF, a couple adult beverages, and many 

past & present exam success and horror 

stories.  Congratulations to those who 

survived the spring P.E. exam!  Now try to relax and wait the three months it takes to grade a 

scantron!  Now that studying is finished, what can you do with all that free time?  Get involved 

and meet other Younger Members.  You never know how it could pay off in the future.  Thanks to 

the representatives that attended from Penfield & Smith, Jensen Design & Survey, and the City 

of Santa Barbara.   

 

The May General Meeting for OC YMF 

was held at Gyu-Kaku Japanese BBQ 

Restaurant in Tustin on Monday, May 

6th.  Those in attendance were treated to 

a different culinary experience than what 

is typical for general meetings.  Members 

got to cook their food right there at the 

table in an intimate communal 

setting.  The food and the atmosphere led 

to good conversations and a good time for 

all.  Many of the 16 attendees stayed late 

until into the evening. General meetings 

are excellent opportunities for those 

interested in joining OC YMF because 

they set a casual environment for people 

to learn more about the organization.   

MAY GENERAL MEETING/HAPPY HOUR! 

Tustin, CA 

By: Nestor Godinez, P.E.  
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OC YMF’S JUNE GENERAL MEETING 

Costa Mesa, CA 

By: Nestor Godinez, P.E.  

The June General Meeting for the Orange 

County Younger Member Forum was held on 

Tuesday June 11 at Ecco Pizzeria & Bar at 

the CAMP in Costa Mesa.  For this General 

Meeting, attendees got to sample various 

different pizzas and Italian favorites along 

with some drinks in an outdoor setting 

conducive to networking.  This was one of the 

most well attended General Meetings of the 

year with 27 attendees.  The majority of the 

attendees were new faces to YMF events and 

Cal State University, Long Beach students 

who have really stepped up and have came 

out to a lot more of our events!  The influx 

of first time attendees and university 

students has shown us that this year’s push 

in web-based marketing and social media marketing is starting to have a major impact as we are 

reaching many more young engineers than previously! As always, our Happy Hours are every month and 

we encourage everyone to attend! 

 

Woooo! Angels won 3-2! Thursday, May 

30, 2013 was quite the night at the 

Anaheim Stadium as ASCE YMF members 

from Orange County, Los Angeles, 

Riverside/San Bernardino came out to 

root for their team. The annual Angels vs. 

Dodgers game is becoming a time honored 

tradition bringing in the local YMF 

chapters as we rival internally on every 

play. The game was so intense that many 

fans near us were being asked to calm 

down or leave! Though we had 17 ASCE 

fans, representing both teams, we were 

able to set a good example of how rival 

fans can still have fun together at such an 

action-packed game. We can’t wait to 

continue this tradition next year and 

looking to make it even better! 

ASCE JOINT YMF W/ SB/RIV YMF & LA YMF 

Anaheim, CA 

By: Amy Choi  
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YMF’ - INDOOR ROCK CLIMBING 

Costa Mesa, CA 

By: Roxanne Follis  

On Friday, April 26th, 2013, ASCE OC YMF 

held an indoor rock climbing event at 

Rockreation in Costa Mesa. Many ASCE 

Student Members from Cal State Fullerton 

joined Younger Members in this fun event. 

Most of the attendees did not have rock 

climbing experience, so everyone learned 

together. While one member rock climbed, 

the rest of the group watched and guided 

the climber. Members were surprised at how 

much teamwork was required in this event. 

After three hours of rock climbing, everyone 

in the group was exhausted and ready for a break. The group of twelve headed to Karl Strauss for a 

Happy Hour to enjoy appetizers and great conversation. This was the second time ASCE OC YMF held 

an indoor rock climbing event and both times it has received positive feedback. It will probably become 

an annual event, so make sure to watch out for another event next year.   

On March 2nd, the Los Angeles Section 

Life Member Forum hosted its annual Life 

Member Brunch at the Monterey 

Steakhouse in Monterey Park. This was an 

amazing opportunity to hear from many of the 

people who have helped to shape civil 

engineering not only here in the Los Angeles 

area, but around the country and the world. 

Speaking with some of the people who had a 

hand in such major milestones as the inception 

of the Interstate Highway system and others, 

really gave a unique perspective on the impact 

we as civil engineers have on society. Reading 

about many of these projects and milestones 

can give some insight, but listening to the 

personal accounts and stories of these men 

and women really brought history to life. YMF 

members enjoyed watching the induction of 

new life members because the biographies were full of amazing achievements. 

 

There was also a presentation from the Centennial Committee which highlighted many of the very 

projects the Life Members had worked on and served to reiterate the importance of civil engineering 

to our area. OC YMF proudly sponsored one of the tables at the brunch and had several OC YMF 

members attend. 

 

Overall, the event was a great way to meet some of the people who are, and have been, movers and 

shakers in Los Angeles and around the world. These men and women certainly stand as proud examples 

of what it means to be a steward of society. 

LIFE MEMBER BRUNCH AT MONTEREY STEAKHOUSE! 

Monterey Park, CA 

By: Eric Walker  



YMF PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

ASCE LOS ANGELES SECTION YMF NEWSLETTER - SPRING 2013   Page 25 

PROFESSIONAL SEMINAR: THE LEGAL SIDE OF ENGINEERING 

Orange, CA 

By: Gyan Sinha  

ASCE OC Younger Member Forum (OC YMF) hosted a professional seminar, “The Legal Side of 

Engineering” on June 25th, 2013. The seminar was composed of a panel and 32 attendees that 

discussed the legal aspects of engineering design and construction process. The panel consisted of two 

professional attorneys at law: Michael L. Wroniak, Esq. and Christian E. Bredeson, Esq.  
 

Michael L, Wroniak is a Partner with Collins Collins Muir + Stewart, LLP.  Mr. Wroniak’s trial practice 

includes representing private entities in general litigation matters relating to personal injury, breach 

of contract, professional liability and construction law with an emphasis in representing architects and 

engineers.  Christian Bredeson is a Senior Associate at Collins Collins Muir + Stewart, LLP in its Orange 

County office and practices primarily in the areas of architects and engineers professional liability, 

product liability, and general casualty litigation focusing on construction liability. 
 

The panel emphasized key ideas such as understanding the term “Standard of Care” (and what it means 

to an engineer), importance of contract reviews, progression through the design phase, the value of a 

well written scope of work, the difference between a nonresponsive bid and a bidder that is not 

responsible, and the legal ramifications of issues during the construction phase. 
 

Michael and Christian emphasized most liability issues arise during the construction phase of a project. 

When on-site, an engineer can play a role of an observer, supervisor, or inspector. It is important for 

an engineer to know which role to play since each denotes a different set of responsibilities. Also 

discussed was the importance of documenting any site visits and meeting notes for reference purposes. 

The next topic related to construction services was the handling of submittals, change orders and RFIs 

(which was emphasized to not be taken lightly responses should be handled in a timely fashion). 
 

The overall idea that Michael and Christian hit home, was to understand the scope and contract for a 

given project. Most information regarding the design process and construction services are indicated in 

the contract and it is an engineer responsibility to review and stick to the contract. They shared that a 

well-worded contract can reduce the chances of being sued and prevent a lengthy litigation process and 

avoid out of scope work. The panel pressed the importance of documenting the project, especially field 

directives that impact the design or scope of services. As an engineer, it is our responsibility to follow 

the standard of care in order to reach the project’s common goal.  
 

(CON’T. on Page 26) 
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PROFESSIONAL SEMINAR: THE LEGAL SIDE OF ENGINEERING (CON’T. From Page 25) 
 

 

Throughout the seminar, the panel provided quick case studies and attendees shared personal 

experiences that they had experienced; these examples were used to address challenges on a project 

and provide insight. All attendees were excited to listen to Michael and Christian as they provided 

great feedback in a very light and lively manner. ASCE OC YMF is appreciative to Collins Collins Muir + 

Stewart, LLP for holding the event at their office. We would like to thank Michael L. Wroniak & 

Christian E. Bredeson for an outstanding seminar. ASCE OC YMF plans to hold a follow up presentation 

of “The Legal Side of Engineering Seminar”, where we will discuss topics in greater depth.  

Above: Christian Bredeson explaining design issues . 
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LA YMF SALUTES THE ENDEAVOUR SPACE SHUTTLE 

Los Angeles, CA 

By: Francisco Aragon, PE  

 

The Space Shuttle Endeavour has a new 

home in the California Science Center: 

right in the center of LA. And to salute the 

last Great Mission for the Shuttle, LA YMF 

hosted two events.  
 

On Thursday, April 25th, Roberto Ramirez, 

Cordoba Corporation's Senior Project 

Manager, provided a Technical Presentation 

discussing how it was possible to move the 

122' long 78' wide and 58' tall shuttle in 

our congested urban setting. Many of us 

had stayed up at night to watch the shuttle 

make the trek. Well, we got a chance to 

find out how this was all coordinated, pro 

bono, by a very talented and humble Civil 

Engineer. The presentation was very 

insightful, and we got to have all of our 

questions answered.  
 

Following our presentation, on Saturday, 

April 27th, Tod Howard, Morley Builders' 

Vice President, lead us on a Technical Tour 

of the Endeavour's 17,460 square feet new 

home. He described how the dampers that 

support the shuttle work and pointed out 

that the temporary facility can easily be 

moved to another location. The permanent 

new home is still being designed and will be 

another phase of the California Science 

Center. The big draw ,however, was seeing 

and spending time with the Endeavour 

Shuttle; it is a great human 

accomplishment. Being under its wings 

makes you feel the magnitude of what this 

machine accomplished. Each tile is stained 

from burning through the atmosphere.  It’s 

a surreal experience. Thanks to all the 

attendees and thanks to the dedicated LA 

YMF board for coordinating these two 

great events!  
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PALM SPRINGS AERIAL TRAMWAY TOUR 

Palm Springs, CA 

By: Mark Swanson, PE  

A group of nineteen Section, Branch, and 

Student Members gathered at the base of 

Chino Canyon in Palm Springs on May 10, 

2013 for what turned out to be an exciting 

and informative technical tour of the Palm 

Springs Aerial Tramway. 
 

The tour started at the Valley Station 

(located at the base of Chino Canyon) which 

is located just off Highway 111 at an 

elevation of 2,643 feet, where the 

attendees were taken to exclusive areas 

such as the engine room, control room, and 

equipment loading dock. 
 

While in the engine room, the group learned 

that the tramway is powered by a 1,100 hp 

Silicon Control Rectifier electric motor that 

requires 2,500 amps of power, and a 1,050 hp 

12-cylinder diesel motor for a back-up.  The 

main motor is capable of moving the tramway 

of speeds up to 10 m/s while the backup 

motor can move the tramway up to 6 m/s.  

The engines provide power to the Main Drive 

Gear Box which then turns the main haul rope 

drive wheel, turning the cables which move 

the tramway.  In 1963, when the tramway 

first opened, the tramway utilized a dual haul 

rope system, but this was replaced in 2000 

with a single haul rope system.  The haul rope is a 40mm woven wire rope that is approximately 13,100 

feet long and weighs 4.2 pounds per foot.  Attendees were also introduced to how bull wheels function 

and the 120-ton counterweights which keep tension on the track cables as the tram cars travel 

between towers.  
 

Attendees learned about the tram cars which are manufactured in Switzerland by Rotair.  The tram 

cars are unique in that the floor inside rotates.  These are one of three in the world, the others being 

in Switzerland and South Africa.  Each tram car has a payload capacity of 7-tons (total weight 

capacity of 11-tons) and can accommodate up to 80 passengers each trip.  Below each tram car is a 

removable 800-gallon water tank which helps keep the 120,000 gallon water tank at the Mountain 

Station filled.  When other supplies and/or materials are needed at the Mountain Station, the 800-

gallon water tank is removed and the supplies and/or materials are attached to the bottom of the tram 

car and carried up.  There are no resources at the Mountain Station, which has an elevation of 8,516 

feet, everything such as water, food, food waste, construction materials, construction equipment, and 

all other supplies must be brought up via the tram cars.    

 

(CON’T. on Page 29) 
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PALM SPRINGS AERIAL TRAMWAY TOUR (CON’T. from Page 28) 

Attendees learned about the tram cars 

which are manufactured in Switzerland 

by Rotair.  The tram cars are unique in 

that the floor inside rotates.  These 

are one of three in the world, the 

others being in Switzerland and South 

Africa.  Each tram car has a payload 

capacity of 7-tons (total weight 

capacity of 11-tons) and can 

accommodate up to 80 passengers each 

trip.  Below each tram car is a 

removable 800-gallon water tank which 

helps keep the 120,000 gallon water 

tank at the Mountain Station filled.  

When other supplies and/or materials are needed at the Mountain Station, the 800-gallon water tank 

is removed and the supplies and/or materials are attached to the bottom of the tram car and carried 

up.  There are no resources at the Mountain Station, which has an elevation of 8,516 feet, everything 

such as water, food, food waste, construction materials, construction equipment, and all other supplies 

must be brought up via the tram cars.   
 

After an in-depth discussion about the engines and tram cars, the tour proceeded to the control room 

where the group was introduced to the “brain” of the tramway which consists of a large master control 

board (a lot of buttons and switches) and several monitoring systems which track and record 

atmospheric conditions, tower movement, and tram car conditions.  Several of the circuit boards used 

in the control room can only be purchased in Switzerland, so there is redundancy built into the 

controlling system in order to minimize down time due to the lead time needed to obtain equipment 

from Switzerland. 
 

The technical part of the tour took a back seat for a short time as the group departed the Valley 

Station aboard one of the tram cars en route to the Mountain Station.  The views of the mountains 

and desert valley were breathtaking. 
 

Once at the Mountain Station, the tour resumed with discussions about unloading equipment via a 

scissor lift, electricity, water supply, and wastewater.  Electricity was installed separate of the 

tramway towers and required heavy use of helicopters due to the extreme terrain and limited 

accessibility.  The 120,000 gallon water tank is located approximately 300 feet above the Mountain 

Station, made of wood and was purchased from the railroad when the tramway was constructed.  It 

serves as the drinking water supply for the Mountain Station and is filled with the water carried up 

the mountain by the tram cars.  The tour concluded with a short hike to the wastewater tanks and 

leech field where all wastes are conveyed, treated, and then discharged to an underground leech field.   

 

This tour was one that all civil engineers should try to be a part of at least once, because the Aerial 

Tramway truly is an engineering marvel and it is tucked away in our own backyard.   

 

Due to the popularity of this tour, we will be planning another tour later this Fall, so keep your eye out 

for the flyer and if you are interested, sign up early. 



YMF TECHNICAL TOURS 

ASCE LOS ANGELES SECTION YMF NEWSLETTER - SPRING 2013   Page 30 

MORRIS DAM TECHNICAL TOUR 

Azusa, CA 

By: Benjamin Baker  

On Tuesday, May 14, 2013, starting at 8 am, 

a group from LA YMF and SB/Riv YMF met 

at the LA County Department of Public 

Works for a short presentation by Jack 

Husted before heading on a tour of the 

iconic Morris Dam and the $10.5M Inlet/

Outlet Works Rehabilitation Project. 
 

Morris Dam is a concrete gravity dam 

located approximately 4 miles north of the 

City of Azusa, in San Gabriel Canyon. The 

dam was constructed in 1934 and serves with 

the principal functions of flood control, 

debris control, and water conservation. 

Morris Dam includes several unique design 

features and has been recognized by the 

ASCE as a Historic Civil Engineering 

Landmark. 
 

The water level is over 1000 feet, and so it 

took several minutes to climb down the stairs 

to the bottom, let alone to climb back up to 

the top. The outlet works rehabilitation 

included a new 96-inch butterfly valve and 

hydraulic power unit. A new control house has 

been constructed and the electrical system 

has been upgraded. Most of the sediment gets caught in the upstream San Gabriel Dam and Cogswell 

Dam, and so the reservoir above Morris Dam does not need as much dredging, draining, or excavation. 

Sediment that does build up at Morris Dam can be flushed through one of the outlets as long as the 

sediment is less than 17% of what is being flushed through.  
 

By reducing the “minimum pool” required water level, more stormwater can be captured and conserved 

during the rainy season.  
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CALTRANS HIGHWAY 101 WIDENING PROJECT TECHNICAL TOUR 

La Conchita, CA 

By: Erin LaBuda  

 

On May 30, 2013 the Santa Barbara/

Ventura YMF hosted a Technical Tour of 

the Phase 2, Caltrans 101 Widening Project. 

The Caltrans 101 Widening Project consists 

of four phases that will ultimately widen 

Highway 101 from four to six lanes from 

Carpinteria through Santa Barbara.  Phase 

2 extends from La Conchita (Ventura 

County) to Carpinteria and will add 

approximately 6.0 miles of HOV lanes (one 

lane in each direction).  In addition, a Class 

I bike lane will be installed along the 

southern side of the highway.  Construction 

is slated to end in 2014. 
 

Sixteen YMF members 

attended the event.  A 

presentation on the 

project was given by 

Darwin Vargas with 

Caltrans.  Darwin works 

with the Caltrans’ 

Structures Division, 

which allowed him to 

give further insight 

into many of the bridge 

and undercrossing 

installations on the 

project.  The group 

then was taken on a 

tour of the recently 

installed pedestrian  

SB/Ventura YMF members tour the construction site of a 
new Bicycle/Pedestrian bridge along the southern side of 
Highway 101. 

SB/Ventura YMF members tour the 
newly constructed undercrossing 
which extends from La Conchita, 
under Highway 101, to the beach. 

Approximate Limits of Phase 2, 
Caltrans 101 Widening Project. 

YMF provided lunch during the presentation led by Darwin Vargas (Caltrans). 

undercrossing at La 

Conchita and one of the 

b ic yc l e/pedes tr i an 

bridges along the 

southerly side of the 

highway that is 

c u r r e n t l y  u n d e r 

construction.  All in all, 

the tech tour was a 

success! 
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2013 SACRAMENTO FLY-IN 

Sacramento, CA 

By: Phillip Davies, PE  

On May 14th, representatives from across Region 9 attended the annual legislative fly-in in 

Sacramento. The day was spent meeting with our State Senators and Assembly Members to discuss 

the condition of California’s infrastructure with the aim to push infrastructure investment to the top 

of their spending priorities. There was also a Senate Transportation Committee hearing that day on 

the Oakland-Bay Bridge that some of us were able to attend in between meetings.  
 

Generally, the elected officials were sympathetic to our cause and agreed that more is needed to be 

done to prevent our infrastructure from falling further into disrepair. However, as is sometimes the 

case, the moment you walk out of the office, their attention turns to the next issue and no action is 

taken. It is important that we as engineers keep fighting the fight and ensure that infrastructure 

spending remains in the spotlight. The best way to do this is to contact your representatives and let 

them know that infrastructure is an important issue to you. Also, think about joining the ASCE key 

contacts program. For more information visit the key contacts website: http://www.asce.org/

PPLContent.aspx?id=18068. 
 

Did you know that MLAB has a Government Affairs Committee? Well, we do. The Committee meets on 

the 3rd Wednesday of every month at 6pm in Downtown LA and discusses a range of topics from local 

legislation, that needs our support, to how we can get engineers more involved in influencing public 

policy. If you would like to become involved in the Government Affairs Committee and attend a 

meeting, get in contact with Phil Davies at Phillip.davies@hatchmott.com. 

  

http://www.asce.org/PPLContent.aspx?id=18068.
http://www.asce.org/PPLContent.aspx?id=18068.
mailto:Phillip.davies@hatchmott.com
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OC YOUNGER MEMBERS ATTEND 

LEGISLATIVE FLY-IN DAY IN 

SACRAMENTO 

Sacramento, CA 

By: Ravi Shah, PE  

A delegation of Branch and Younger 

Members from Orange County attended 

the ASCE LA Section organized 

Legislative Fly-In day on May 14th, 2013 

where seasoned veterans and newbies to 

our legislative efforts joined in small 

teams to tackle a growing effort by ASCE 

to reach out to our Local and State 

officials and provide them with resources 

to make informed decisions related to 

infrastructure funding. The day was 

organized thoroughly by MJ Hashemi of 

OC Branch and Richard our ASCE 

representative at the state capital. Each 

team was scheduled to meet with several 

legislatures and their staff throughout 

the day in half-hour meetings. 

 

These meetings included discussing the 

California Infrastructure Report Card and 

ASCE National Report Card, High Speed 

Rail, Water Bond, Project Delivery, 

Methods of funding and various other 

infrastructure topics, including a brief 

introduction of ASCE and our 

organization. 

As a first-timer to this whole process, I was 

pleasantly surprised how our state legislatures were 

friendly and willing to listen and discuss 

infrastructure. I was able to discuss ASCE’s support 

and involvement with STEM programs through our 

Younger Member Groups and the different events 

and presentations we provide, all aimed towards 

encouraging the next generation of engineers. I was 

even contacted by the staff of Assemblywoman 

Diane Harkey in regards to ASCE’s involvement with 

K-12 programs! It was definitely a rewarding 

experience and hope to be invited back to next year. 
 

The OC delegation consisted of Lucas Glauser, Josue 

Vaglienty and Ravi Shah from YMF and Ali Bastani, 

Steven King, and MJ Hashemi. 
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Date Event Time Location 

7/12/2013 
ASCE Student Sponsorship—One Free to ASCE National Conference 
Contact: Kaitlin Hannon at kait.hannon@gmail.com 

All Day Charlotte, NC 

7/14/2013 
OC YMF: Sand Canyon Grade Separation Construction Site Visit 
Contact: Remi Candaele at rcandaele@rbf.com or  
Gyan Sinha at Gyan.Sinha@kimley-horn.com 

8:00 AM Irvine, CA 

7/18/2013 
SB/R YMF Happy Hour 
Contact: David Cortese at djcortese@rcflood.org 

6:30PM Riverside, CA 

7/20/2013 
OC Branch/OC YMF 60th Anniversary ASCE Historic Landmark Tour 
Contact: Ravi Shah at Ravi.Shah@hdrinc.com or 
Josue Vaglienty at JVaglienty@rbf.com 

8:00 AM Tustin, CA 

7/20/2013 
OC YMF Piano Bar Outing 
Contact: Daniela Nieto at Daninieto@outlook.com 

7:30 PM Long Beach, CA 

7/25/2013 
OC YMF/CWEA Joint Monthly Happy Hour at Buffalo Wild Wings 
Contact: Nestor Godinez at ngodinez@slrconsulting.com or Daniela 
Nieto at Daninieto@outlook.com 

5:30 PM Irvine, CA 

7/25/2013 
LA YMF Monthly Happy Hour                                                         
Contact: Kayvan Mahramzadeh at kayvan@gmail.com 

6 PM Los Angeles, CA 

7/31/2013 
LA YMF/Geo-Institute's Technical Presentation Dinner (RSVP July 22) 
Contact: Jane Tran at jane.tran@hatchmott.com 

6pm-8pm Los Angeles, CA 

August 
2013 

OC YMF Monthly Happy Hour 
Contact: Nestor Godinez at ngodinez@slrconsulting.com or Daniela 
Nieto at Daninieto@outlook.com 

5:30 PM Orange County, CA 

8/2/2013 
ASCE OC Branch/OC YMF Annual Golf Tournament 
Contact: Josue Vaglienty at JVaglienty@rbf.com 

8:00 AM Irvine, CA 

8/3/2013 
Street Food Cinema’s Presentation of Silver Lining’s Playbook 
Contact: Kaitlin Hannon at kait.hannon@gmail.com 

6 PM—10 
PM 

Los Angeles, CA 

8/13/2013 
PE Review Course at City of L.A. Department of Public Works                                                
Contact: Jane Tran at jane.tran@hatchmott.com 

6:30 PM—
9:30 PM 

Los Angeles, CA 

mailto:kait.hannon@gmail.com
mailto:rcandaele@rbf.com
mailto:Gyan.Sinha@kimley-horn.com
mailto:djcortese@rcflood.org
mailto:Ravi.Shah@hdrinc.com
mailto:JVaglienty@rbf.com
mailto:Daninieto@outlook.com
mailto:ngodinez@slrconsulting.com
mailto:Daninieto@outlook.com
mailto:kayvan@gmail.com
mailto:jane.tran@hatchmott.com
mailto:ngodinez@slrconsulting.com
mailto:Daninieto@outlook.com
mailto:JVaglienty@rbf.com
mailto:kait.hannon@gmail.com
mailto:jane.tran@hatchmott.com
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Date Event Time Location 

8/17/2013 
Joint YMF Meeting in Santa Barbara                                             
Contact: Julianna Gonzalez at juliannagonzalez@rcflood.org 

10:00 AM Santa Barbara, CA 

8/24/2013 
OC YMF Beach Day/Bonfire 
Contact: Nestor Godinez at ngodinez@slrconsulting.com 

11:00 AM Newport Beach, CA 

8/24/2013 
Joint YMF Event Dodgers vs. Red Sox Game Game and BBQ                                                                                                   
Contact: Julianna Gonzalez at juliannagonzalez@rcflood.org 
and Jennifer Heredia at Jennifer.heredia@gmail.com 

12 PM Los Angeles, CA 

8/29/2013 
LA YMF Monthly Happy Hour                                                         
Contact: Kayvan Mahramzadeh at kayvan@gmail.com 

6 PM Los Angeles, CA 

8/30/2013 
OC YMF/SD YMF 2nd Annual Stone Brewery Technical Tour 
and Del Mar Summer Concert Series 
Contact: Amy Choi at Amy.Choi@railpros.com 

1:00 PM 
Escondido, CA 

Del Mar, CA 

September 
2013 

OC YMF Monthly Happy Hour 
Contact: Nestor Godinez at ngodinez@slrconsulting.com or 
Daniela Nieto at Daninieto@outlook.com 

5:30 PM Orange County, CA 

9/20/2013 
SB/R Branch and YMF Golf Tournament                                                                  
Contact: Melissa Barbosa at mbarbosa@ci.azusa.ca.us 

TBD TBD 

9/21/2013 
California Coastal Clean up 
Contact: Andrew Easterling at Andrew.Easterling@urs.com 

8:00 AM Orange County, CA 

September 
2013 

Gerald Desmond Bridge Project Construction Site Tour 
Contact: Remi Candaele at rcandaele@rbf.com or  
Gyan Sinha at Gyan.Sinha@kimley-horn.com 

8:00 AM Long Beach, CA 

9/26/2013 
LA YMF Monthly Happy Hour                                                         
Contact: Kayvan Mahramzadeh at kayvan@gmail.com 

6 PM Los Angeles, CA 

9/28/2013 
SB/R YMF Hike 
Contact: David Cortese at djcortese@rcflood.org 

TBD TBD 

11/15-
17/2013 

Joint YMF Camping Trip                                            
Contact:Mark Swanson at mswanson@aei-casc.com 

ALL DAY Joshua Tree, CA 

mailto:juliannagonzalez@rcflood.org
mailto:ngodinez@slrconsulting.com
mailto:juliannagonzalez@rcflood.org
mailto:Jennifer.heredia@gmail.com
mailto:kayvan@gmail.com
mailto:Amy.Choi@railpros.com
mailto:ngodinez@slrconsulting.com
mailto:Daninieto@outlook.com
mailto:mbarbosa@ci.azusa.ca.us
mailto:Andrew.Easterling@urs.com
mailto:rcandaele@rbf.com
mailto:Gyan.Sinha@kimley-horn.com
mailto:kayvan@gmail.com
mailto:djcortese@rcflood.org
mailto:mswanson@aei-casc.com


Seeing construction makes me happy!  Although there could be traffic flooding the roads due to 

construction occurring, driving around makes me wonder about the challenges that took place (or 

are taking place) to execute completion of projects.  These challenges come in endless forms and 

opportunities such as economic, environmental characteristics, construction operations, and even 

communication.  Take for example the ARTIC project which is currently happening adjacent to 

Honda Center east of the 57 Freeway.  ASCE OC Transportation Technical Group and the City of 

Anaheim hosted a presentation and tour of the estimated $184M project.  Due to the Santa Ana 

River running alongside of this project, the soil of the project seemed to have a high water table 

which would pose for liquefiable soil conditions.  The geotechnical engineer, Diaz Yourman & 

Associates, talked about the repeatedly heavy pounding of the soil in a squared format with a 

heavy weight to compact the soil.  As you progress throughout your career, check out tours that 

fellow ASCE leaders put together.  Not only is it great to learn cases, but also be reminded of 

professionalism and excellence as civil engineers.  Go ASCE! 

ROAD TO PROGRESS 

(Editor’s Note) 
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(a) Geotechnical engineering done on future 
transportation hub: ARTIC in Anaheim, CA. 

(b) Friends Josue Vaglienty, PE, Omar Sanchez,   
EIT, and Hector Gonzalez, PE gather for a shot. 

(c) A column in its iron form sitting adjacent to 
the existing railroad tracks.  

(d) A picture depicting the progress of the 
framework to the ARTIC looking southeast. 


